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A Congratulatory Letter from Most Reverend
Joseph Ti-Kang,
Archbishop of Taipei

The brothers and sisters in the Chinese Catholic Community of Dallas purchased
the office building with their donation, and had it remodeled into a church. The
opening ceremony will be held before long. I am now very excited and touched as
well. I like to express my congratulations and blessings sincerely on this special issue.

I wish that there will be extraordinary development of "software" after the
construction of "hardware" comes to an end. Every member in the group ought to
endeavor to:

(1) Have correct and strong consciousness about the Church. -- The Church is
both the embodiment of Jesus Christ and a mystery. It is a sign for Jesus living
among us. Christ is its foundation, its center, and its home to return to. The Church
lives upon God'’s words and virtues. It is a missionary virtue itself.

(2) Live a life merged with God, people, and the universe. --The Son of God,
Jesus Christ, is also our brother. Since we all are his own flesh and blood, we should
make concerted efforts to form a lively body full of confidence, hope, and
enthusiasm.

(3) Participate in the Christ’s mission of rescue and redemption. -- We should try
to make every person respond to God'’s special call, and accomplish His decree: to
realize satisfactorily His grand plan in the individual life, in the family, in the job, and
in the history of human beings.

(4) Be engaged continuously in a mission. -- Jesus is the road, the truth, and the
life. While living in an era of constant and drastic changes, we have to follow the
example of Jesus to make adjustments and improvements in our lives.

(5) To do our best to build the Church in the era of "All Church Members as
Disciples" when we now confront shortage of the missionaries.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters :

Thank you for sending me the letter of April 28 about the good news for all the sisters
and brothers in Dallas. After reading your letter, I have to thank God and admire greatly
all of you for the unremitting efforts. It is this spirit that finally results in this new church.
You asked me to write down a few encouraging words for this special event. I shall simply
quote Pope John Paul II as saying, in his sermon "The God's Mission", that "as difficult and
complicated as in the past, the current missionary work still needs courage and the light
from the Holy Spirit." I believe that every one of us would like our group to unite and
develop in harmony and love. In addition to the blessings from the Holy Spirit, it would
behoove us to cooperate wholeheartedly to reach this goal. Finally, T must thank you for
your kind and unforgettable hospitality in the past. I look forward to meeting you again in
the future.

May God bless all sisters and brothers in Dallas.

Sincerely,

Most Reverend Matthew Kia,
Former Archbishop of Taipei
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For the past eight years, under the blessing of diocese bishops and leadership of the
priests, Chinese Catholics have been striving for rooting and then cultivating a stronger
spiritual life. Even though you first held mass and worshipping activities using space
borrowed from other churches, you still lived out the gospels of the Lord. More than ever,
for the recent two years, church members have been raising funds to build your own church
which will be dedicated on September the eighteenth. It is evident that the members
sacrificed a great deal to ensure the prosperity of this church as if it were their very own
home. I am very pleased to send Rev. John Chen from my diocese to serve your
congregation. Today, I write a few words to congratulate you and may God bless your

church's growth forever in Christ. May all of you become the yeast of God's gospel that is
going to be leavened.

Most Reverend Joseph Y. Wang,
Bishop of Taichung
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Dear Friends in Jesus Christ,

"This is the day the Lord has made;
let us be glad and rejoice init."  Pslm 118:24

May I take this opportunity to share with you my
prayers, great joy and thanksgiving on the occasion of
the dedication of your new church under the title and
patronage of Sacred Heart of Jesus.

"My house is meant for a house of prayer" said Jesus
to his followers and to all of us as well. Hence, we should use this house as the center of prayer
in the first place and at all times, as the place where we can gather together united in faith, hope
and above all, love.

A Catholic church is always a center of mission and evangelization. This is specially true for
youin Dallaswhere we do have somany brothers and sisters in ourmidst whostill have notheard
ofthe "Good News". So, let us remember always that this dedication is a dedication of each one
ofusand as a parish toworship Him, to praise Him, to glorify Him and to bring the "Good News"
to others.

On behalf of the National Pastoral Center for the Chinese Apostolate in the U.S., Iwould
like to wish all of you my very best congratulation and sincere thanks to those who have helped
in many ways for the completion of this new church.

Asking God's blessings upon all of you, and with my very best wish,

Tam,

ely ours in Christ,

s s
Rev.Joseph Chiang 9—
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History of the Mission of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus

The Chinese Catholic community was formed under the efforts of Mister
Joseph Fou and Mister Peter Wan, who were motivated by their love for both God
and fellow Chinese Catholics. Starting in 1981, the Chinese Catholics of Dallas
met monthly for Bible study. We continued meeting for years. Since our number
increased steadily, we requested the Diocese of Dallas for a priest of Chinese
origin to handle better the needs of the growing community. Bishop Thomas
Tschoepe was very supportive; he sent Father Moses Chu to lead us in 1985.
After his departure, Father Joseph Cheng and Father Lucas Chen each took time
to lead this community. We have been under the guidance of a priest for eight
years now. During these eight years, our shrub of a community grew into a tree;
our faith has also increased greatly due to the spiritual nurturing of our priests.

Our community grew from a very few members in the beginning to the
current figure of over one hundred families. Most of us are first-generation
Chinese immigrants from Taiwan. Some of us are from Hong Kong while a few
come from mainland China. Our goal is to achieve spiritual growth together with
people who share the same culture. In the Constitution of our community the two
purposes of our community are stated. First, we want to help each other grow in
faith so that we may proclaim the love of God. Second, we want to help each
other treasure our Chinese tradition and language so that we may benefit from the
wealth of its culture. Modeled closely after the standard committee structure, we
formed our executive and functional committees in order to help meet those goals
and to expand our church community further.

Today, thanks to our members' contributions in the forms of money, sweat,
and time, we have completed our chapel. Thinking back to the times when we
borrowed St. Paul's and St. Rita's facilities for mass and other activities, we are
very thankful for their kindness. God has always shown tremendous love for our
little community and has always been watching over us. After the completion of
our chapel is made official, we will only work harder to be good Catholic-
Christians. Under the guidance of the newly arrived Father John Chen, we will
continue to spread the word of God to Chinese people all around us.
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Reflections On The Birth
Of A New Sanctuary

During the mass on a recent
Sunday morning, while we were singing
"Togetherness in Christ's Love," the
words of the hymn struck a chord within
me. My very eventful life during the past
year seemed aptly described by the
words "... at times there is glory and at
times there is undeserved disgrace in our
lives ..." The once roaring waterfall of
sadness | had felt when | was unable to
sway the opinions of dissenting church
members faded into the calm hymnal
stream. | felt glory and happiness from
the realization of my design and the
positive suggestions provided by so
many supportive people.

For all who  provided
suggestions, both negative and positive,
I am grateful. The negative provided me
opportunities for introspection and
personal growth. ~ When all doors
seemed closed, the positive suggestions
provided  open  doors and the
encouragement to proceed. These open
doors led me top professional growth,
and most of all, spiritual growth. Who
could have been responsible for all those
open doors? There is a God. We have
much to be thankful for.

Special thanks to the following
special people:

Gary Cunningham: the patient
and generous architect who gave so
much of his time and his expertise.
When | needed advice on my lighting
plan on the day he was to leave for
Austin, he made time at 6:00 AM for me.
He did not ask me to wait until he
returned but instead squeezed time from
his very busy schedule. This was typical
of Mr. Cunningham'’s devotion and
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generosity during the many times |
consulted with him.

Lyle_Novinski: who contributed
immeasurably to the liturgical unity and
accuracy of the interior of the sanctuary.
When | sought his advice on the
proportions of the Light Monitor, he was
only available that day at 8:00 PM. He
had just returned from teaching classes
all day, and Mrs. Novinski had prepared
and saved dinner for him. Our planned
ten-minute consultation stretched to an
hour-and-a-half. He was just as nice at
the end as he was at the beginning. By
the time I had left, his dinner must have
been quite cold.

Frank Yin: the very talented
structural — engineer was  equally
generous on numerous occasions. He
was very thorough and patient in
considering all the numerous details |
asked him about.  He contributed
immensely in the design of the entry
canopy.

John__Cooper: the generous
architect who provided his skills and

expertise  throughout  the  project
frequently provided his advice and
knowledge on key subjects.

Chen Ya Lee: my friend and a
devoted architect assisted greatly when |
needed his professional advice.

Paul_Chen: for being the driving
force  behind the execution and
completion of this project.

Whether it is a disappointment or
a success, under the light of God's
graciousness, we have completed a new
sanctuary in which we can worship and
grow spiritually. Let this new sanctuary
be one of unity and togetherness.
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Merry Christmas!
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Memories of the Way We Were

Seven years. Time passes so
quickly. At first, it was just another
Sunday at church, but as | matured, it was
a part of my life. A time I looked forward
to. So many changes have occurred.
From Father Moses to the current Father
John, we have had four Fathers under 50
years of age from Taiwan (o serve us.
Thinking ~about the children, I'm
pleasantly surprised to realize thal several
who seemed to be little kids just yesterday
are going o join the Youth Club next year.
Even the location of our church has not
been stable until now. We've held our
services in St. Paul’s church, St. Rita’s tiny
chapel and then the church, and now our
own church called the Sacred Heart,
complete with classrooms for religion and
Chinese classes.

Father Moses Chu, the first Father
we had, was such a caring, child-loving
man. He owned very little, but had no use
for worldly objects. When bought a coat
for Christmas, he quietly donated it to a
charity and remained cold but happy
nonetheless. He helped prepare me for my
first communion, teaching songs of angels
who would scratch your back for you
when you missed baths. Everyone was
saddened when he left. Father Joseph
Cheng was tall, humorous, and lots of fun.
The Youth Club was especially fond of him
because he started the club and had us
perform amusing skits such as "A Big
Hole," "Different Ways of Saying Hello,"
and "The Four Statue." He visited many
tourist altractions and got a tan. In
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Mexico, he spoke Latin to the natives, not
worrying about comprehension. We're
talking about a cool Father here. It was
also a sad occasion when he departed.
Enter Father Luke Chen. Father Luke
spoke English well. He was a wise man
who sang beautifully, played with
children, and even did the A-Go-Go. It
was he who offered both Chinese and
English masses. The English mass
benefited children who didn’t understand
Chinese sermons very well. It is still going
on loday. We expected Father Luke to
stay with us for the standard two or three
years unlil he received a holy calling. He
went into retreat, and it isn’t known when
or whether he'll come out. We continue to
pray that he will find the meaning of his
retreat and follow God's will. And now
currently, a Father John Chen is here with
us. He's keeping the tradition of English
mass and earning more English al the
same time. For a time, Father Duffy came
and relieved the kids at English mass on
Sundays with a funny yet educational
At this juncture, Father John
seems quiet and sofi-spoken which is
definitely a result of his persevering hard
work. In time, he'll surely warm to us
even more.

What would a church community
be without children? And what would
children do without a religious education?
In addition to religion classes, our church
proudly boasts Chinese classes as well so
that even at a young age, children are
culturally aware.  Church parishioners

sermon.
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volunteer to teach the kids and spend lots
of time on preparing lessons. They even
give oul rewards once in a while. The
classes are divided according to level for
Chinese and age for religion. The Youth
Club is for children from age 10 on up. It
is a fun but educational class that is more
informal and relaxed. The book we learn
from is the Bible. We study God'’s word
and have done projects such as a car wash
to raise money, donated old stuffed
animals, books, and other toys to bring to
an orphanage, and even visited a nursing
home towards Christmas. We sang carols,
had refreshments, and handed out some
handmade gifts to the many benevolent
people we befriended there.

The Sacred Heart has everything
any other church would have. There is a
choir, baptisms, confirmations, weddings,
and retreats. New members also join our
parish frequently. Elections for chairman
and other positions are held, but we have
special, unique touches to us that makes
us different. For example, we believe life
should be celebrated frequently. That is
why we cut a cake each month for
everyone whose birthday is in that month.
We have many talented church members
in everything from cooking to picture
perfect  penmanship. On selected
weekends, we have bible studies at
various houses and praying sessions
where our community prays for church
members’ jobs, worries, health, babies,
elderly ones, and other matters. | even
remember having mass al my house once!

The Sacre-Coeur for which our
church was named after, was built "to
accomplish a vow made in consequence
of the extreme need of France and of the
Church in 1870" Our Sacred Heart was
built as a gift from the Almighty. One of

our goals will be to provide asylum for any
kind of person. We welcome non-
Christians to maybe find answer to the
problems in their life, non-Catholic
Christians to help them understand their
Catholic brethren more and pray for them,
and negligent Catholics seeking help and
needing a peaceful shelter. We, the parish,
perform Works of Mercy, helping our
fellow people in times of need. Simple
acts thal make you feel like a belter
person. | wish the Sacred Heart a
wonderful Future for years to come. This
very special church will assist us and
hopefully encourage more people lo attend
the services and feel closer to God.

Memoirs of a Devoted
Catholic Teenager

Candace Wang

When | first became a part of the
CCDD family, we worshiped God in the
small chapel at St. Rita’s where my mom
played the piano for mass. | immediately
became friends with Teresa Chang and
Jennifer Hwa. Later on, | became f[riends
with Amy and May Chang and, of course,
some others also.

I have been with CCDD through
four priests. From my point of view, the
four priests were different yet similar to
each other in the sense that they were all
very devoted to God. Father Moses was
serious, but very fun to be around. Father
Joseph was the youth Leader. He knew
the right things (o say to make you smile.
I enjoyed his company on our lrip to
Mexico. Father Luke was serious, but he
knew how to have a good time. Now | am
getting to know Father John. | find that he
is a loving and caring man. He took the
time to get to know you and your name,
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although it takes about three reminders for
him to remember.

Quver the years, | have known most
of the people at church. We have shared
good limes and bad times, We have
laughed and we have cried. | remember
all the phases Teresa went through. It was
so hard to catch up with her. And now,
the guys are going through a Lego phase.

I remember the karaoke parties we
had together. | also recollect memories of
Mrs. Lisa Ma, Teresa, Amy, May, and me
making and selling sun visors lo raise
money for the church. Also, | remember
the time when Father Lee, Father Luke's
friend, helped donate flowers for an
auction.

My favorite memory is the retreat
of April 1993. [ enjoyed it most because
the majority of the kids got to attend it.
We golt the chance to worship and pray,
but there was also lime for relaxing. |
think everyone learned a valuable lesson.
I even made a few new friends. | enjoy
retreats and | look forward to them each
Easter.

I have been with CCDD throughout
most of my life, and I feel our community
has accomplished many things. | know it
will live on eternally.

Our Four Fatbers

Wendy Hsu
My grandparents, two aunts, sister, and |
always altend the Sunday mass. In the
past, we went lo St. John's Apostle
Church, but there was one big problem.
My grandparents do not understand
English.  Therefore, we looked for a
Chinese church. Luckily for us, we found
a Chinese church in Dallas. The church
building did not belong lo the Chinese
community, but they were able to use it
when its own parishioners were not. All
the people in the Chinese church were
friendly. The priest, Father Moses, was
from Taiwan. Thus, my grandparents no
longer had a problem understanding mass.
Then, in a flash, Father Moses had lo leave
us. He was replaced by a new priest,
Father Joseph. He was a great guy. After
mass, Father Joseph would talk and play
with the little kids. Then, after a year, he
had to leave also. [ was so sad. We had a
good-bye party for him. [ will never forget
him. Then, Father Luke arrived. He was
also a wonderful priest. He told funny
Jokes that always made people laugh.
One day, after spending over a year with
us, Father Luke left without telling
anyone. We did not even gel lo say good-
bye to him. We had to have different
American priests celebrate mass with us
until our next father from Taiwan came.
Our new priest, Father John, is also funny
and nice. Now, Father John is still with us
and is going o be here for a while. | like
all four of the fathers and cannot say
which one [ like best because all of them
are my favorite!
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Praiseworthy Priests

Being part of the Chinese Catholics
community has brought me nothing but
good experiences and pleasant memories.
From day one to the present, | have met
many respectable adults who have been
positive influences to me. Quite a few
people hold a place in that special group,
but an elite four seems to stick out. The
magnitude of the influence that our four
priests impressed upon me is clearly
superior to all the rest. Fathers Moses,
Joseph, Lucas, and John make up the group
of positive influential characters whom |
respect the most and whomn had the most
positive influence on me.

Meeting Father Moses

Father Moses was the first priest
whom | had the pleasure of meeting
personally. Under his tutelage, my interest
grew for both the Christian church and God.
It all started when he surprised me by
permitting me to serve mass as alter boy
though |, at the time, was not capable of
seeing over the altar and did not have the
muscle strength nor coordination to handle
the liturgical items with grace.  His
confidence and trust in me made me feel
very special. That is just one of his many
acts which gave me the encouragement and
the support | needed to start wanting to
learn more about Catholicism. While Father
Moses was with us, my attitude towards
attending church changed from viewing it as
an obligation to my parents to it as being a
privilege and honor. Once, he invited me to
his home, the Holy Trinity Seminary,
without my parents so we could get to know
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each other better. | was touched by his
willingness to spend time with me and the
patience he always exhibited towards me
when | did not understand something that
he explained. The way Father Moses treated
me convinced me that |, an insignificant
child of the community, was important to
him. What a humbling feeling that was! |
will never forget nor stop appreciating all
that Father Moses has done for me.

Meeting Father Joseph

During his one-year stay with us, |
was most appreciative of Father Joseph's
efforts in helping the Youth Club take shape.
The club gave the teen-aged members of the
church a sense of unity and camaraderie.

The most unforgettable characteristic
of Father Joseph was his youthful energy
and enthusiasm. Until | met him, | felt
religious life was too serious and no fun. He
was proof to me that one can enjoy oneself
while living a perfectly religious life. To
begin with, Father Joseph had a passion for
the movie theater and went to showings on
a regular basis. Also, he was very aware of
what went on in the world of sports.
Moreover, Father Joseph had both the
physique and skills of an athlete. | have
personally  witnessed  his  exceptional
athletic abilities. ~He was an excellent
swimmer and a mighty tough opponent in
both basketball and water polo. His in-
depth understanding in a number of diverse
subjects made my conversations with him
stimulating no matter what the discussion
topic was. Whether | wanted to talk about
sports, the latest movie release, religion, or
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anything else, Father Joseph established
himself as a very credible and insightful
source of information. Seeing all he has
accomplished inspires me to be the best |
can be.

Meeting Father Luke

The thing that | remember best about
Father Luke was his ability to satisfactorily
answer my questions which | felt had no
adequate answer. | was extremely
impressed with his grasp of our religious
faith. Father Luke was always able to first
simplify, then ultimately ~solve my
complicated religious problems.  Father
Luke never ceased to impress me. He has
never let me down by giving me an answer
to my questions which | did not feel
perfectly clear and comfortable with. | did
the most spiritual growing and maturing
under his guidance than any other time
period in my life. He helped me make the
connection between the teachings of God
and the details of my daily life.

Needless to say, his immense help to
me could never be measured. That is why |
always jumped at the chance to help him
back. He allowed me to get involved in his
life, and that made me feel special. When
he needed assistance on his computer, he
often came to me for help. When he needed
a specimen to observe for his college project,
he asked me to be the one. When he wanted
to learn how to swim the breast stroke, he
asked me to teach him. When he had to run
errands, he sometimes asked me to tag
along. The list goes on. Our relationship
was more complete because it was not all-
take and no giving-back from my
standpoint.

He is a great man, and I hold him in
the absolute highest of love and respect.

Meeting Father John

Having the fortune to associate with
three absolutely wonderful priests before the
arrival of Father John, I prayed that he could
measure up to the impressive standards set
by the previous trio. After actually meeting
him, | was not disappointed at all. | can
sense some of the warmth of Father Moses
in Father John. | have already received a
personal invitation to go to his home. I can
sense some of the youthful energy of Father
Joseph in Father John. In a period of no
longer than three weeks, Father John
successfully acquainted himself with all of
the kids. To date, he has already set time
out of his busy schedule for us kids by
making personal appearances at birthday
parties, joining us at the movies, and even
agreed to lead us kids on a camp-out. | can
sense some of the wisdom of Father Luke in
Father John. From both talking to him one-
on-one and from listening to his deliverance
of the weekly homily, I know that Father
John is an accomplished theologian from
the way he clarifies subjects that seem
perplexing to me. Even though Father John
and | have not had the opportunity to spend.
a great deal of time together yet, | have an
optimistic feeling that we will have a great
teacher-to-student ~ relationship and look
foruard to the good times ahead.
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CCDD : A Recollection

Lately, I have been thinking about
what has been going on with our church.
For instance, | have thought about our
church as a whole, the individual members,
and the future that lies ahead for this
community. | thank God each day and
night for giving me my religion, my life, and
my friends. | believe the brothers and sisters
of the CCDD family have been a big part in
my life. 1would not know what kind of path
I would have chosen if | had not met this
beautiful and charitable family of Catholic-
Christians.

I believe | am one of the few children
that has been with this church ever since its
beginning. From the early years to the
present ones, | can see how we flourished in
number from fifty people to fifty families.
We started out using someone else’s church.
St. Paul, a chapel across the street from our
current residence, was where we worshiped
God in our first year of existence. The St.
Rita parish, our second home, was a lovely
church and well known in the diocese. At
first, we used the small chapel of the parish
but was later granted the privilege of using
the main chapel. We would use the
cafeteria after mass as a school for the kids
and a meeting place for the adults.

I am extremely thankful that our
community now has our own church facility
where we can worship God and hold
activities. Being able to collect the fundings
to purchase and remodel our church
building is no small feat, and proves our
members’ dedication and loyalty towards
our community. The gracious God has been

very good to us.
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I matured a lot in faith and
understanding of my religion. One reason is
the devoted people | am around. They
spend countless hours providing services for
the church. The children look up to these
adults. Maybe it is because everyone is
working as a whole instead of individuals.
People change but I think in our church for
the better. We often put our needs first but
when it all comes down to the Chinese
Catholic Church, it is the exact opposite.
Another reason why the brothers and sisters
of our church are so dear and special to me
is because they take the time to care for all
the kids. They love each child as if he or she
were their own. | consider many aunts and
uncles to be mother and father figures in my
life. They make me feel special and loved.
What about the future?  The
obstacles, anxieties, and mirth that we may
face together? But I am not intimidated
because | know that our love is so potent
that we have no fears. The children will
start to take the place and responsibilities
our parents have now so that we can give a
little something back to the God that grants
us so much. Our future is not for certain, but
if we continue to be a community and do
not go our separate ways, we will persevere.
Throughout the years, we all have
grown spiritually. Although we know God
does not want our deeds but the love that
promotes them, we still do it. | hope that
our community will live for eternity and our
love will never die for our faith and God. |
love God, the people that are in the Chinese
Catholic family, and our church, because
they are the inspiration for my generation
and me.
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SEFWTEIL Charles V. Grahmann 8.k
—ARZFEAA+NE

September 18, 1993

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters:

It is my special joy to greet the Chinese Catholics of the Diocese of Dallas and affirm
your wonderful presence as part of the Catholic Church in this area.

Today you dedicate the new Church and facility which provides you with a place to
worship in your own language and the opportunity to continue the customs and
values that are so important to your lives. I congratulate you for the work you have
accomplished.

May God bless you as together we form that one Body of Christ on our way to the
heavenly Jerusalem!

Sincerely yours,

Ot Tl

Most Reverend Charles V.. Grabmann, D.D.
Bishop of Dallas
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