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MY thought after participating in the retreat
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Claire’s experience

When making the decision to love >
one thing I've learned is to love with
all that | have and to perform acts of
love using the gifts given to me.

| like to cook because | find joy in
sharing a meal with other people
and sharing the experience of
cooking with them. | planned an
event with the Missionaries of
Charity

organization

in Dallas,
that
families. My goal was to share the

a community
helps young
joys of being involved in the cooking
and of eating something you helped
make with the children there.

In the end, we accomplished this
goal and more. The nuns at the
Missionaries of Charity told us that
one of the little boys with us never
left his room, but we could never
have known that, as he was laughing
and playing with us the whole time.

Some of the mothers there spoke
very little English and | spoke very
little Spanish, but we helped each
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other out in the kitchen when we
fried the chicken nuggets together.
When we were getting ready to
leave, one of the girls gave all of us a
big hug and even asked for our
phone numbers so she could contact
us. It was beautiful to know that we
had such a great impact on these
kids.
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Ilvan’s experience

After Covid ended, my family went
back to our parish for mass, but
there were very few people there.
The choir had only one person, who
was both singing and playing the
guitar. Since we love music, my sister
and | offered to participate in the
choir, and our parents were very
supportive of us. We were one of the
first families there for Sunday Mass,
so we helped set up and practice the
songs for the day.

However, the songs we played
were quite slow. | asked the director
if we could play more upbeat songs,
and played one song in front of him
after Mass. He was very surprised
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and enjoyed it very much. We played
that song at next Sunday Mass. He
also bought a new piano songbook
for us to choose and sing from.

Having a variety has attracted more

people to join the choir. For
example, my cousin, who is only 7,
has now come to sing every Sunday.
And now we have around 13 people

singing every mass.

When our family heard about teens
summer retreat in Italy, we were
very excited. In order to pay for the
tickets, my parents decided to raise
money with our family’s beef noodle
soup recipe. After Mass, my sister
made an announcement, and many
parishioners came to us and asked
for the details of the event. Some
donated money right away.

On the day of the fundraising, many
people came. It was very surprising;
the church’s cafeteria was full of
people in line, waiting for bowls of
soup. Others came just to give us
donations. They all wanted to help
us go to this summer retreat. In the
end, we received enough total
donations for both me and my sister.
| felt like it was a gift from God, since
when we served him, He returned to
us a hundredfold.
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