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HoRGEANTERER [#He ] WA TR, Bo—4 [E&]  (Tradition)
Z G A MR, BHTIEITESE Rk X2 B & Lor7id 3,
HRERIIZC T, FAENTERAE, R T REXEF | M0 CREHH 81,
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World Youth Day Reflection

Tk 2R &
by Mary Chen PR 5 4%

ALl Izm

The mission of the Church has
never changed, and one of the
challenges facing young people
today is how to evangelize in our
society which opposes faith.
Pope Francis said, “The Church is
for everyone. Todos, todos, todos.”

World Youth Day, established
by Pope St. John Paul II, is a
week-long international
encounter of youth through
Catholic catechesis, fellowship
opportunities,  prayer, and
worship. Each day, all the
pilgrims gather for one large
event, including Mass and a
welcome ceremony with Pope
Francis.

Youth from all over the world
made the pilgrimage to Lisbon. |
had the chance to talk to people
from Europe, Taiwan, and South
America. Being surrounded by
the world’s youth and the
religious sisters and priests who
followed their vocation was a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

I went to World Youth Day
desiring to hear Him speak to my
life and my questions. As a recent
college graduate and a young
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Catholic, I found it difficult not
knowing what my vocation is or
how to serve the Church.

Two messages stood out from
Pope Francis’s homily. The first
was levantense, or rise. So many
people fail in that when they fall,
they do not get back up. We
cannot let others fall; we have to
encourage them to rise, just as
Mary “arose and went with
haste” (Lk 1:39). The theme of
World Youth Day  was this
passage from Luke’s Gospel. God
will make a missionary out of us.

The second message from his
homily was that nothing in life is
free. We have to work for
everything. The only thing that
comes free is God’s love for us.
Young people should not listen
to the lies of society. God’s love
for us is unique to each one of us.
He calls us by our name.

We pilgrims like Mary came to
Portugal in haste to bring Jesus
to the world like Mary brought
him in her womb. One of my
favorite parts of this week was
hearing the news that a miracle
occurred at Fatima. A World
Youth Day pilgrim received her
vision miraculously after
Eucharist at mass. (Please see
Editor’s Note for more details.)

World Youth Day has filled
hearts with hope and brought
greater peace and joy to the
world. I am glad to have been a
part of this celebration of Jesus
and the Church.
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Editor’s Note ZRiE

Catholic News Agency (CNA)
reports that this miracle happened on
August 5, 2023 wupon Jimena, a
Spanish girl. Since age 14, Jimena has
suffered a 95% vision loss due to a
myopia related problem. Because of
her visual impairment, she was
registered as a handicapped pilgrim.
During the days prior, relatives and
acquaintances of the young woman
organized a novena to pray to Our
Lady of the Snows.

In the morning of August 5, the day
before the end of WYD and the feast
day of Our Lady of the Snows, Pope
Francis prayed the rosary with sick
young people in Fatima. Later, Jimena
attend the Mass. She recalled: “After
Communion 1 sat on the bench, I
started crying a lot because it was the
last day of the novena and I wanted
to ... I asked God very much (for this),
and when I opened my eyes, I saw
perfectly.”

The healing was so instantaneous
that at the end of that same Mass,
Jimena got up and read the last prayer
of the novena clearly and aloud, to the
astonishment and joy of her friends
present at the church.

(RFE#H 2 (CatholicNews
Agency, TEIFK CNA) 5. XfF
AL 202348 HS H, K
AETEILAE 16 2 T HE S §8/0 1.
Jimena & b, i 14 2B, R
PR F BRI, JUEEE
HH T b A0 Bt , B o i
T HIER IR RS (R AT A
ZHTLH s 5Ub[FAT 28 AT
GH ) [ FHH2ERE ] (Our Lady
of the Snows) /1 H AL .

8 H 5 H, HEFLRMWAT—K,
EEHHEREIEALH . SR
b BORTT B S ARIE R I SR
HE-EASHME#H. 2
J&» Jimena Z0 7 IRH. Whml12
i [A0 7 2B, FRIEE AT,
TAE IR R TR, A
RAaFTATLH AL 5 e — R,
AR R CHILE) 5K
K, HIIRIFARAE N, T bA
BEENELT . |

Ut AR P R A R,
TEIX & SRS SR, Jimena B
K, BN R S I e T L H ARAL
i Je — e A ], LTRSS IS K
R =R

News sources RFFELSN.:

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/255031/miracle-at-fatima-

world-youth-day-pilgrim-receives-her-sight-after-communion-at-mass

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2023/08/08/miracle-fatima-sight-

wyd-245809
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Sunrise on the beach after spending

N

( the night for the vigil.
B R ATAR S RLaE R B

(Top Left) Most Rev. Edward Burns, Bishop of Diocese of Dallas, celebrate
the

Mass at a catechesis event with pilgrims from the US and Ireland.

The Schoenstatt Youth Encounter at Fatima, with rosary an
Marian procession.

1. B Schoenstatt + & ¢ &2 § 353 LITMGATHE #2517 o
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("The truth is, | don’t want to live like this, but | have found a way
to accept the fact that | do. ... | had been ... attempting to live the past,
present and future all at the same time. ... When | visit the past now, it
is for wisdom and experience, not for regret or shame. | don’t attempt
to erase it, only to accept it. Whatever my physical circumstances are
today, | will deal with them and remain present. If | fall, | will rise up. As
for the future, | haven’t been there yet. | only know that | have one. Until
| don’t. The last thing we run out of is the future.

Really, it comes down to gratitude. | am grateful for all of it —every
bad break, every wrong turn, and the unexpected losses — because
they’re real. It puts into sharp relief the joy, the accomplishments, the
overwhelming love of my family.” 2§ 226 7i)
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7E 1: "not in thoughts nor in the head, but...a light illuminated in the heart"
by Count Zinzendorf.
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