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Vocation and the Church
27253 %4

< / Fr. Thomas Croteau

(7))

A Vocation, especially to the
priesthood or to religious life, is a call
from God. And God chooses to use the
Church to call out to our hearts, and in
the end to confirm that the call comes
from Him. I offer you this reflection on
my own personal call to serve God and
others as a Jesuit priest, and the many
different ways that God used the

Church to call me to this service.

The first place that God began to call
me was in the domestic church, my
family home. My parents both were
Catholic and had me baptised when 1
was still an infant. They brought me to
Mass on Sundays, and made sure that |
received religious classes. These efforts
of my parents allowed me to learn of
my identity as a Catholic, and to have
some sense that I was called to live as a
Catholic. Yet, it was not until I was in
middle school and my oldest sister
started coming back to Mass regularly
and wanting to pray the Rosary in the
car when we were driving somewhere,
that I felt a call to pray every day.

It was around this time in middle
school that I felt a call to start paying
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more attention at Mass and helping as
an altar server. As [ began to pray more
regularly, my heart began to open up a
bit more to what God does for us at
Mass. Others described to me the
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, and
these members of the Church called me
to show more reverence to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament. Furthermore, after
Mass, the devout ladies who helped
clean the parish would come up to me
and ask if I ever thought of being a
priest. My first answer was, ‘“No.”
However, they kept asking, and
eventually I told them I would start to
consider the possibility of becoming a
priest. God used these members of the
Church to call me to discern whether
He was asking me to be a priest.

After a couple of years it was time to
prepare for confirmation, and it was in
this preparation that God continued to
speak to my heart. All those children to
be confirmed needed to read about a
particular saint. I chose Saint Francis of
Assisi, and my sister gave me a book on
his life. Reading about his choice to live
as a beggar on the street so that he
would point people to how God truly
meets all our needs, I was filled with a
desire to follow our poor Lord the way
Saint Francis had. Next, someone told
me about Saint Padre Pio, and I found
some library books about him. Reading
about his miraculous help of others, it
was moving to consider how God is still

HLAE AL T 22 I BUYA],
PR B A, JHRE L
W2 5oL AETRREPIRS 4
FiAL. HBEIHRHE RS, K
L BT R, SEINESZ 2R
TR BATIM . A
[ B AHA, SRR HRER I I 7 5
RO A MY, EEXT HIER I 72
) 28 2 2 AR B LUSE S O
HEE, ARG, LR
AL B AL X H RO A A 8
BT gRA T R I B, AT AT AR 2
A FISTED S A (1R
A1 . BE, MAIFAL, &
P TR BRI RE A 1Rl L, i 3
TREAIR IR AR, e
BHBE LS. RELHH
2 IR ORI, Sy HEAl
MR, EEERELXEAZ
o

M7 W, REER
PR T AERERRERET, K
FIREEAER A LR E . I 2
AL IR 1) % 1 R 7 Bk B — AL
FEN, IR T IXA NS
R o PEEE T VLV R 2ETT B
B By TR AL TARE
A PR H IR R
ke, DMERAATE b
R 2 2 U] Ok 3 A2 AT P
AT, Bk,
R 2 T5 T A% — FE L ER B BATT

-5.-




at work in the saints today. God was
using these saints of the Church to call
me to trust that He can help us serve
others in ways that we cannot imagine.

In high school, God allowed me to see
more and more of the needs of the
Church. In high school there was a
group of students who would assist at a
soup kitchen in Denver. Meeting some

of the people experiencing
homelessness in Denver, it was
heartbreaking to see how many

members of the Church go hungry. In
high school, I also attended a retreat for
those thinking about becoming priests.
On that retreat, a priest described many
islands in the Pacific Ocean where
everyone on the small islands are
Catholic. However, he said that the
islands are so far apart and there are so
few priests that each island has Mass
only once a year! The hunger of these
of the Church for the
sacraments also touched my heart. At

members

that moment, God was calling me to
listen to the different members of the
Church, and I wanted to be a missionary
priest so that each island could have
Mass at least twice a year. God was
calling me to feed the hungry in body
and soul.

In college, I got to meet members of
different religious orders. It
beautiful to see the Franciscans who
still live poor like Saint Francis, or the
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Benedictine monks who spend much of
their life singing praises to Our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. In the end, the
Jesuits stood out to me for their joy in
working with the students and helping
feed the hunger of the minds of the
students in class and the hunger of the
hearts of the students at Mass or on
retreats or in confession and spiritual
direction. God used the witness of these
priests of the Church to call me to serve
as a Jesuit priest.

I am so grateful to God who calls us!
He called me through many different
members of the Church: through my
family (the Church at home), through
my parish (the Church at prayer),
through the saints (the Church in
heaven), through those in need (the
Church who is hungry), and through
different religious orders (the Church in
service). During the years of training
for the priesthood, it has been beautiful
to see that same Church encouraging
me and praying for me and confirming
that God is indeed inviting me to serve
as a priest in this Church. I now invite
those reading to pray and remember the
different people God has used to speak
to your heart and to listen to how God
is calling you!
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U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL
600 Data Dr. Suite 101
Plano, Tx 75075

Tel: 972-960-2000

1-800-878-2828

32

R %29 HERE IS Ken J Chen, DMD, MS, CDT
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