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Teresa Chang

| love nativity sets. | love simple
ones and fancy ones, big ones and
small ones. They tell the story of
Christ’s birth but so much more. You
can reflect on Mary’s obedience and
humility and of Joseph’s courage and
faith.

men’s journey to honor and worship

You can imagine the wise

the one true King and the shepherds’
their
sheep. The Christmas story gives us

excitement along with all

hope and joy!

When my son was born in 2010, |
gifted him a Little People Nativity
Set. Istill remember the day | bought
it and helping him open it on
Christmas Day. Each Christmas after
that, it would be a tradition to bring
it out and we would set it up
together. | had even intended to
save it for when he had his own kids
so it was something that could be
passed down to future generations.
But like many things in life, plans
change. He has outgrown the plastic
nativity and | have since purchased a
beautiful nativity set that will now
one day be his.

Despite my emotional attachment,
| decided to box the set up and take

it to a local consignment store to see
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how much they would offer for the
set. Upon arriving at the store, the
employee behind the counter was so
excited to see what | had brought in.
She literally looked like a five-year-
old on Christmas day and was
clapping with excitement as she had
been waiting for someone to bring
this particular nativity into the store
so that she could purchase it herself.
She told me that her 3 year old
daughter would be so excited for it
as well. It made me happy to see
someone else so excited and knew if
she purchased it that it would be
going to a home that loved it as much
as we did. However, the offer the
store made me was too low and | just
could not part with it for the price.
The lady then asked me if | would sell
it to her directly. | gave her the
lowest price | would be willing to sell
it for and she said she would text me
and let me know. | gave her my
number and shortly after | left the
store, she messaged me and we
decided to meet up the next morning
to complete the transaction.

The next morning, | received a text
from her saying that she was
involved in a terrible car accident
with her 3 year old daughter. She

said that they were lucky to even be

H B RGBT - BT
A 7 T M AT 2
Bt » BoptTANEL T — LRI
WRAHE 21955 BB - AR AR
— Rt G A R -

EEA B EAIARE BB RE
REEI R A R Eh R - T El
—xHEIE > BEMFIELES D -
s R > BERENA TEE]
BT AR PG I 2 S o K
BAEREE | RMELREE
WG —(E L% T - REt—E
FEERA NG ACE (EF I HTHR iR
at A e - ANt F T LLE CIE RS
W= pRAIZCGE o MR Y2 L —
Y RILEETEEEE - WEAIMR
i BB B H A Y A SIS E R AL
FE Rt RIS T e B
ERtETE o B — AT —f
ZEEHREM - 28010 > PSR
HREXBRT » REAHENGHLEE
RERAVHR T - AR E LB/ N
BRI L EHESE S - & T4
BEFAEE R ER > ekt g3
FiE ETHEER - Ttas T ARy
EEERTHS - AERERRAR R A it
wLeaFEE T REEN - FPTAES =
B ERESERA S -
FoRF L BULETEAYAEE - 4
it =pRAY 2 3 4 T — 5 Y
Al o dhER i MTRE IS E AR 52

-25-




£ETREN

alive and shared a picture of her car

with me. When | saw the picture, |
was in total shock. | asked to call her
so that we could talk directly on the
phone. 1 told her that | was so glad
that both her and her daughter were
safe and that each morning for the
past 6 years, my son and | pray for
drivers to be return safely home each
day. I also told her that | wanted to
gift her the nativity set instead and to
let her know daughter know that it
was a gift from Santa.

After we spoke, | went to wrap the
nativity and | was overcome with
It had literally been 12
years since the last time | wrapped

emotion.

that same box for my newborn son
and 12 years later, | was wrapping it
up to give to someone else. But not
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just anyone, someone that God
brought me to. | thought about all
the abundant blessings God has
bestowed upon me and while the
nativity was hard to part with, | felt it
couldn’t have gone to someone who
deserved it more. | took the gift to
her house where her parents came
out to meet me. The lady said to her
parents, “This lady and her son prays
for the safety of drivers each day.
The prayer she said for me the
morning we met was also the prayer
that saved my life that evening.” Her
dad shook my hand and the mom
gave me a hug. When | left their
house, my heart was filled with joy.
This encounter was a powerful
reminder from God that He is always
listening to us and for us to never
give up on praying even when we
can’t see the fruit of our prayers. 12
bought this
nativity, | never intended to part

years ago when |
from it. But God’s plan is always
perfect. | pray that we can all have
the obedience of Mary to say “yes”
when God asks something of us, the
faith like Joseph to trust God’s
protection over us and to follow
God'’s light in our daily lives like the
Wisemen and Shepherds.
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