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The Tradition of St. Joseph's Altar

X5 BEEMES
by CCD (#i¥: E&4D)

One of the goals of the faith

formation  program is to
incorporate the parishioners,
families, and community into

living liturgically with the Church.
The Catholic traditions are so rich

with ways to celebrate our
Faith. One traditon we are
starting this year is the St.

Joseph’s Altar at Sacred Heart.
One of our parishioners (and
parent of a student in the CCD
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e [LE R /DT EMEBEFH] (f
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Monistere, Il 2l H & ] 75 76 5L
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program), Danny Monistere,
traces his lineage back to Sicily,
ltaly and grew up with the
tradition of honoring St. Joseph,
the foster father of Jesus, with the
St. Joseph'’s altar.

The St. Joseph altar is a
Sicilian tradition that dates back
to the late 1600’s during which,
the entire island of Sicily suffered
from a great drought that not only
killed crops, but the hopes of the
people. The famine that befell
Sicily was one of the largest in the
Mediterranean. Families turned
to St. Joseph, the protector of
families, and asked for his
intercession in answering their
prayers to have the famine
lifted. In  return for his
intercession, they celebrate his
feast day, March 19th, in which
altars that contained the harvests
of their crops were shared with
the poor and homeless of the
area.

In the 1890’s with the wave of
immigration from Sicily, this
tradition made its way to the
U.S. New Orleans was the
gateway for these newly minted
Americans and so the largest,
most ornate St. Joseph altars can
be found in and around that
areas. The altar, a symbol of
Sicilian hope and gratitude,
thrives to this very day.
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The St. Joseph Altar is an
event to draw our community,
family and friends together to
honor St. Joseph and enjoy a
meal together. Volunteers build a
3-tiered (symbolizing the Trinity)
altar to honor this humble and
beloved saint. Each family
attending is asked to bring a
simple offering for the altar -
examples include a vase of
flowers from the home garden, a
drawing of the Saint - simple gifts
that add a personal touch to the

altar. The foods are all
“peasant” foods consisting of
bread, fruit and

vegetables. Bread, the symbol of
life, is crafted into images that
reflect St. Joseph’s
legacy. Some are shaped like
tools used in his trade as a
carpenter, while others symbolize
his beard or walking cane.

We invite you all to come
celebrate, feast, and pray with us
on March 21 at 5: 30 PM. Our
program hopes to begin and
continue many more Catholic
traditions to live our Faith.
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(D Magazine) [TEHZLAHAL ©
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@& 972-839-7323

% #6: MichelleLeeProperties@gmail.com

48 2&: MichelleLee.dallassuburbs.com, Folkmandevelopment.com

1, FRUTD » 4% — F& = #72500°%. - $350k =] #2$2700
2, 2% EAllen $350k » - A o
3, Plano 32 A %5 Cap 7% » $3,150,000
4, BF$80,000 » iE 4w » ¥ 728800

@%Statel-'_arm _

Ann Nguyen Insurance Agency Inc.

Catholic Agent: Ann Nguyen

12655 N Central Expwy, Ste. 310
Dallas, TX 75243
Tel : 214-692-0900

Email: ann@agentann.com

www.AgentAnn.com

Auto Home Life Business Health
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Cook Consultants, Inc.
TR @, LHUIF K
12850 Spurling Dr. Suite 120, Dallas 75230
972-387-1920
Jenny_cse@sbcglobal.net
www.cookengrs.com

!"' NRBIRAT A

U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL
600 Data Dr. Suite 101
Plano, Tx 75075
Tel: 972-960-2000

1-800-878-2828

! % ) 31 VKM IE

Baskin Robbins
11700 Preston Rd. #670
Dallas;, TX 75230
(S.E corner of Preston & Forest)

Tel: (214)368-3311

-8 REST
e N
W R

615-504-9460 (Christiana)
646-505-7369 (Nicky)
LuckyZgotravel@gmail.com

(3s) 3
XTI 55 B
Maria L Chen

CPA, MBA
501 Industrial Dr.#101

Richardson, TX 75081
(972)699-1165

I i JE AR 2 R A2 B

General Dentistry

1729 Christie S.Lee D.D.S.

Analog Dr., Richardson
WL HaiE
(972)437-0200
www.christieleedds.com

(En)

Osaka
Sushi and Grill

WWW.OSAKA-ADDISON.COM
4350 Belt Line Rd.,
Addison, TX 75001

Midway & Beltline SE Corner
TEL: 972-386-8899
FAX:972-386-0666

| 9/]7 William Davis Realty
James Ling M 4% Realtor®

FskpifE, HIAE P

Cell: (817) 726-6700
JamesLingDFW@hotmail.com
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*  Sacred Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish
4201 E. 14 St.

Plano » TX 75074
(972)516-8500




