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Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
by Alan Liang

EHFAR
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The Assumption of Solemnity of
the the Blessed Virgin Mary, August
15th, is a Holy Day of obligation and is
one of the dogmatically defined
doctrines in Catholic Mariology. It is
also one of the principal feast days
dedicated to Our Mother. In the Eastern
churches, this event is commemorated
as the Dormition of the Mother of God,
where ‘dormition” means “to fall
asleep.”

Marian devotion has been practiced
in the Church since the first few
centuries, with the title of Theotokos
(God-bearer) already of commonplace
and accepted use when the heretic
Nestorius rallied against its
Further, unlike our present Protestant
brethren, the first Protestant
revolutionaries  (i.e. Luther and
Zwingli) believed for themselves the
Perpetual Virginity of Our Mother
(Works of Luther and Zwingli Opera).
Marian apparitions continue today,
notably at, but in no way exhaustive,
Carmel, Guadalupe, Lourdes, Fatima,
and Akita.

The Assumption or Dormition of
Mary is probably the oldest Marian
feast, with evidence of it being
commemorated in the East around the
fiftth century, and the Latins
incorporating it during the sixth.

use.
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Even before the dogmatic
declaration of Mary’s Immaculate
Conception in Pope Bl. Pius IX’s
Apostolic Constitution /neffabilis Deus
on December 8, 1854, faithful devotees,
including cardinals, patriarchs,
archbishops, bishops, priests, religious
of both sexes, universities, and the
faithful, of the Blessed Virgin Mary
petitioned the Vatican to likewise
proclaim the same for her glorious
Assumption, even during Vatican I.

This caused the ‘Marian Pope’,
Ven. Pope Pius XII, to issue the
encyclical Deiparae Virginis Mariae,
on May 1, 1946, formally asking the
faithful to consider declaration of the
Assumption of Mary as Church dogma.
The response was near unanimous,
from both clergy and laymen.

And on November 1, 1950, the
Apostolic Constitution
Munificentissimus Deus, defining the
dogma of the Assumption for the
Catholic faith. In it, he credited Bl. Pope
Pius IX for proclaiming the dogma of
the the Immaculate Conception, thereby
laying the groundwork for this present
proclamation. This is because, he states,
the “two privileges are most closely
bound to one another,” as Mary, is most
uniquely privileged to avoid sin in her
Conception, is also able to avoid
corruption in death and experience
before others the resurrection of the
body. He also credits the tradition of the
Church, thereby proving in such a way
that he is not innovating new doctrines;
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but rather solidifying what is already
most venerated. A piece of evidence he
notes is that Mary is, indeed, “full of
grace,” which places her uniquely
among W 0o m e n
As for the Rosary, which is wholly
dedicated to her, the Assumption is
meditated on during the fourth decade
of the Glorious mysteries, after
Pentecost and before her Coronation, as
Mary spent the rest of her life helping
the early Church, which was founded
on Pentecost, and her Coronation as the
Queen of Heaven and Earth takes place
only when she is in Heaven.

At the end of her life, the Blessed
Virgin Mary was received body and
soul into Heaven through the power of
God. Church opinion traditionally holds
that she indeed died, albeit a happy and
blessed death, in the presence of the
Apostles, and that after her burial, the
tomb was found to be empty. Two
churches claim to house her tomb: one
in Jerusalem and another in Ephesus.

Whether she died or not is
subject to debate in the Church and one
is free to hold either opinion. Although
her Assumption was defined as dogma
in the aforementioned Apostolic
Constitution, the question of her death
was purposefully left undefined.
However, there is good reason to
believe that Mary did die, as Pope St.
John Paul IT in his General Audience on
June 25, 1997 states,
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“As to the cause of Mary’s
death, ... to exclude her from
death by natural causes seem
groundless. ... In this regard, St
Francis de Sales maintains that
Mary’s death was due to a
transport of love. He speaks of a
dying‘in love, from love and
through love’, going so far as to
say that the Mother of God died
of love for her Son Jesus. ... [It]
can be said that for Mary the
passage from this life to the next
was the full development of
grace in glory, so that no death
can be so fittingly
described as a “dormition” as
hers. Jesus himself [is]
described as coming to take his
Mother at the time of her death
to bring her into heavenly glory.
In this way they present the
death of Mary as an event of
love which conducted her to her
divine Son to share his immortal
life. At the end of her earthly
life, she have
experienced ... the desire to be
freed from her body in order to
be with Christ for ever (sic). The
experience of death personally
enriched the Blessed Virgin: by
undergoing mankind’s common
destiny, she can  more
effectively exercise her spiritual
motherhood  towards those
approaching the last moment of
their life.”
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On the other hand, she may
have ended her earthly life without
dying, being that she did not suffer from
original sin nor any sins of her own, and
further as the most perfect creature that
God created. This would not be without
prefigurement, as the patriarch Enoch,
who “lived as God’s close friend ...
[who] took him to Himself, and ... was
seen no more” (Gen. 5:22-24), and the
prophet Elijah, who was taken up by a
fiery chariot (2 Kings 2:11).

Regardless of opinion, the
Assumption offers for believers a
glimpse of their future resurrection, as
the full victory of Christ is realized,
which is final defeat of death. It
anticipates the general resurrection on
the Last Day, where every soul will be
reunited with its body, and will possess
it in its full entirety, identity, and
immortality, and for the resurrected
bodies of the blessed, with its
impassibility, glory, agility, and
subtility, of which we all wish and act
for (Aquinas, ST, S, Q75-86).

Mater Dei, Ora pro Nobis!

* Sources consulted include the papal
documents, the Catholic Encyclopedia,
the Knox Bible, and the Summa
Theologiae
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2R RE LPE Maria L Chen

12850 Spurling Dr. Suite 120, Dallas 75230 501 1 ((DjPAt’ 'MIBS s101
972-387-1920 ndustrial Dr.

Richardson * TX 75081

Jenny_cse@sbcglobal.net (972)699-0986
WWW.cookengrs.com . A
MmN KT " BRERFBLAm
U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL General Dentistry
600 Data Dr. Suite 101 1729 Christie S.Lee D.D.S.
Plano T); 75075 Analog Dr. * Richardson
. o AYETE
Tel: 972-960-2000 (972)437-0200
1-800-878-2828 www.christieleedds.com
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v (@A) Osaka
31 bk;ﬁ' ‘#/3 Sushi and Grill
Baskin Robbins WWW.0SAKA-ADDISON.COM
11700 Preston Rd. #670 4350 Belt Line Rd.,
Dallas * TX 75230 Addison, TX 75001
(S.E corner of Preston & Forest) Midway & Beltline SE Corner
Tel: (214)368-3311 TEL: 972-386-8899
FAX:972-386-0666
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Ann Nguyen Insurance Agency Inc.

Catholic Agent: Ann Nguyen

12655 N Central Expwy, Ste. 310
Dallas, TX 75243
Tel : 214-692-0900

Email: ann@agentann.com

www.AgentAnn.com
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*  Sacred Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish
4201 E. 14 St.

Plano » TX 75074

(972)516-8500




