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My Fifty-Year Journey to Catholicism
by Geoffrey Lasley

Since my Baptism two months ago, a number of friends have asked
me why | have become a Catholic; so, | would like to take a few minutes
now to share with them — and with you — the story of my 55+-year
journey to the Catholic Church. My story begins when, as a child of 7;
or 8, | would go with my aunt on Sundays to her church (she was a
Baptist, as was my grandmother). | have only 3 clear memories of that
period: watching the goldfish in the fountain in front of the government
building we passed on the way to church; occupying myself during the
service by drawing pictures on pieces of paper that my aunt had
brought with her just for that purpose; and enjoying the Kool-Aid and
graham crackers they offered us as we listened to Bible stories during
Sunday school class after the service. The only other “memory” | have
of that period is the Bible the church gave me when | was 8 years old.
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The cover is now dry and cracked, but every page is just like new —
because in the succeeding 55 years | don’t believe | opened the book
more than two or three times. In my youth | didn’t understand the Bible
and how it was structured; | thought it was kind of like a novel that one
should read from the beginning to the end and not just skip through
looking for the “good parts.” | always started with the book of Genesis,
but | could never get through all the “begats” before giving up.

| have always kept that Bible, though, when most of my other books
have come and gone. Because | always (beginning when | was 10 or
before) felt the Holy Spirit as a presence in my heart, | kept this Bible
with me hoping (knowing?) that one day | would find the strength and
determination to get further in the book, to a place where | would find
the words that echo the voice that | could hear speaking to me. I think
that the genealogy with which the book begins was not the only barrier
to my continuing. Growing up in the United States, where Christianity
is ever-present, my impression of Christians was that, while many (like
my aunt) are genuinely good, loving people, too many seemed just too
judgmental. | saw Christians as people who used scripture on Sundays
as a guide to self-improvement and on the other days of the week as a
weapon with which to criticize others. They seemed to be saying, “You
have to believe as we do,” and, which frightened me even more, “You
have to be like us.” While the voice within me was encouraging me to
be holy, | had no desire to become “Holier than thou.” So, no matter
how urgently the voice within me sounded, | was unable to turn to
Christianity in order to hear it more clearly.

My next religious experience, if it may be called that, came when |
was about 10 years old. One evening, my family was watching TV, and
the movie Nine Hours to Rama was broadcast. This is a movie about
the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi. | can’t recall the details of the
movie, but | do clearly remember how impressed | was with Gandhi.
Later, | would go to the public library and borrow Louis Fischer's
biography of Gandhi, and not long after that, begin my exploration of
Hinduism. If Hinduism could produce such a man, | thought, perhaps
the voice within me would find a louder, clearer echo from that teaching.
Little did | know that Gandhi’s life was most profoundly influenced by
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his reading of the Sermon on the Mount, and that Christ's teaching
would lead him to be become, as Martin Luther King described him,
“the greatest Christian of the 20™ Century,” even though he remained
a devout Hindu.

My exploration of Hindu thought led me to Buddhism, and Buddhism
led me to Taoism. As a university student, | majored in Asian
philosophy and as a graduate student | complimented my learning with
studies in classical western philosophy. | found much of interest in my
reading, much that “spoke to me” — though still not with a voice clear
enough and loud enough to convince me to forgo all others in her favor.
After graduate school, | moved to Taiwan, where | have been living now
for 30 years.

When our daughter was approaching high-school age, my wife and
| decided that it would be best for her to attend high school in the United
States because that is where we had planned for her to attend
university. When she was about to enter 8" grade, she and her mother
set up housekeeping in Plano, Texas, and that is where both my wife
and daughter found a home in the Catholic faith. During the 4 years our
daughter was in high school, | would visit Plano for winter and summer
breaks, and during my visits | would attend mass and Bible study
classes with them. | not only made some good friends in the
congregation, but also discovered that, unlike the Christian teaching |
had been exposed to in my youth, the Catholic faith welcomes those
for whom understanding and faith are complimentary and inseparable.
| continued to read, and listen, and learn during my seasonal visits, but,
after my daughter went off to university and my wife returned to Taiwan,
I no longer made my migrations stateside and my opportunities for such
community disappeared. Until last summer.

Last summer, my wife and | spent the summer with our daughter,
who has completed her studies and is now working in a new town.
During our visit, we accompanied our daughter to church and to bible
study. The voice in my heart re-awakened, and | was determined to
take my wife’s advice and set other things aside and concentrate on
the message that the Catholic Church had to offer. | purchased an
Ignatius Catholic Study Bible to supplement the Bible still on my shelf
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at home and, while | was there with my daughter, read some of her
books on being Catholic and also did some reading on the Internet.
After returning to Taiwan, | decided to find someone in the local
Catholic community to help me in my formal study of the Catechism
(which | had downloaded from the Internet — all 800 pages!).
Providentially, my colleague and friend Thomas was a Catechism
teacher in a local congregation, and he volunteered to take me under
his wing.

Meeting Thomas every week was a wonderful opportunity to review
my study notes and discuss my questions and concerns, and | found
him a knowledgeable and gentle guide. During the course of our study
together, | was overjoyed to discover that, not only does the Catholic
Church not say that the teachings of Christ are clear for everyone to
see since they are right there in black and white, but, rather, that while
the teachings of Christ are indeed the final and perfect revelation, our
understanding of that revelation is not complete — that we are still
growing in our understanding of God’s will. | found comfort in the idea
that, in the Catholic Church, both my faith and my understanding will
be encouraged and nurtured. A few months after | had begun my
studies, Thomas agreed to serve as my Godfather and to participate in
my Baptism, which happened on December 24 of last year. And that is
the brief history of my journey to Catholicism — but not the end of the
story.

When people have asked about how | came to be a Catholic, |
sometimes feel like I've run into an old friend in the Arrivals hall at an
airport somewhere, and am being asked, “Wow! How did you get here?
Where are you coming from?” However, | don’t see the Catholic Church
as an Arrivals hall and myself as having arrived at my destination after
a long journey; rather, | see it as a Departures hall, from whence | am
setting out — with the Holy Spirit as my guide — on a journey toward an
increasing faith in God and a growing understanding of what it means
to live a life of righteousness, and, ultimately, toward developing the
courage and strength to put my faith and understanding into practice.

_ et
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-45 -



PR EKEPERECH
*  Sacred Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish
4201 E. 14 St.

Plano » TX 75074

(972)516-8500




