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“The border awareness experience” was what I traded in a

week of my winter break for to embark on a ten-hour drive to El
Paso, TX. I did not want to go, nor did I have any intention of ac-
tually going. However, as a tendency of all moms, when my mom
set her mind to something, it usually worked out the way she
planned. So at seven am on December 26, 2014, my two younger
sisters and I packed our luggage into the car and settled in for the
long drive and the journey ahead that we would soon find out
were ill prepared for.
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When we arrived to our destination, the Columban Mission
Center, Father Morton greeted us and invited us into the building,
which lacked central heating but exuded the aroma of a home-
made Mexican meal. Over dinner, he told us, to our dismay, that

as part of the experience we would begin each day unaware of the
schedule or where we were going next.
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So as the first day of our mission began, I found myself at
Nazareth, a converted shelter for undocumented migrants. After a
tour of the facilities, I was put to work in the cafeteria. As I was
cleaning, Ana, one of the women in charge of the facility ex-
plained that the shelter here was only an extension of Annuncia-
tion House. Located in El Paso and run by volunteers, Annuncia-
tion House began operating in 1978 and is a home for migrants
and refugees. When the house reaches the full capacity, Nazareth
accommodates the overflow of guests. The guest may have trav-
eled from as near as Mexico to as far as Central Asia, most of
them fleeing the violence and economic issues occurring in their
home countries. One of the families, consisting of a mother and
son, I spoke with explained that she fled El Salvador for her son’s
safety due to the gang violence that was beginning to be an every-
day occurrence in streets and schools. As more stories and expe-
riences were voiced, I began to see a pattern develop among
them. Every single person there had left their homes, their family
and friends, to escape from poverty or political persecution and in
turn had become refugees in an unfamiliar country.
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The next day Father Morton took us to the border, which in
actuality consisted only of a chain- linked fence that dictated be-
tween American territory and Mexican territory. However, while
the only tangible separation between the countries was the fence,
the difference between what lay on either side of it was automati-
cally clear. Where I was standing was an open field covered with
vegetation; on the other hand, all I could see on the other side
through the fence was dirt, trash, and homes made of cin-
derblocks and metal sheets. Under the wary eyes of the border
patrol officers, I began conversing in very broken Spanish with
some of the kids that had gathered at the railing out of curiosity. It
was unsettling to notice that while we were standing on the same
ground and surrounded by the same landscape, our circumstances
were so vastly different.
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On the last day of the mission our group walked across the
international bridge into Juarez, Mexico. Almost immediately, I
was struck by how different this city was from the city I just left.
The smells, the sounds, and the scenery were that of an unac-
quainted country, but I could still see my own country just a few
miles away. It was an interesting juxtaposition of the familiar and
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unfamiliar. Our destination in Juarez was Anapra, one of the
poorest communities in the city. There we visited an after school
program, Biblioteca, for which my Church in Dallas had spon-
sored for over a decade. Around fifty primary age students greet-
ed us with wide smiles and warm embraces as soon as we got out
of the car. I was able to interact with the students in their class-
rooms before we were all gathered for an introduction ceremony
and talent show. When the festivities ended and the students had
left, Christina, the director of the program explained to us the dai-
ly realities that the people within the community faced. How
many of the students drop out of school later on to work in the
maquilas, and how many of the kids we had just met did not look
their age because they only receive one full meal a day. As I lis-
tened to her speak, I was shocked as I came to realize the gravity
of the conditions, ones that I have never combated before.
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On the way back to the bridge, I thought about the immi-
grants and unaccompanied minors; the children at the fence living
under the scrutiny of border patrol; the students who have lived a
harsher life in their short lives than I have in all of my 18 years.
As I reflected back on my experience, I became aware that some-
where along the trip my perceptions of immigrants and immigra-
tion had shifted. Living inside the fence we, as Americans, have
developed a distorted view of immigration. We often see immi-
grants as intruders to our land, our privacy, who are financially
weak and contribute little to advance our society. So rarely do we
bother to dig beneath our prejudices to figure out why people are
risking their lives to migrate into the United States. Every single
immigrant I met that week displayed an unfaltering strength de-
spite the strife they must have encountered. They did not enter
into the United States expecting riches but with the hope of a bet-
ter future for themselves and their family. Unfortunately, more
often than not these undocumented immigrants become the invisi-
ble people within our society, working in the fields and factories
to meet the demands of the American lifestyle.
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I realized that I had grown so accustomed to taking what

seems so normal and everyday for granted all these years. From
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the clothes my back to the food on my plate, someone had been a
part of the process; someone with a story. After some thought and
prayer, I was absolutely certain that I could no longer be a by-
stander to this issue when I had witnessed so much. After speak-
ing with Father Morton and two women from the Sisters of Chari-
ty, I decided to return to El Paso for spring break. I anticipate on
volunteering at Annunciation House and assisting the Sisters in
their work with physically disabled youth. Moreover, I am most
looking forward to witness further transformation in my ideas and
maturity and discover how I am meant to use my education and
talents to serve those in the community.
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Taylor: I had a great time in El Paso! I would love to do it
again soon! I am glad that my mom forced us to come to this trip!
I was very reluctant at first, but a push is something I always
seem to need! I got to learn a lot from the experience. I learned
about the Mexican reality, the culture, and met a lot of great peo-
ple! This trip has also increase my faith as well because learning
from people of the Catholic faith really helps me become a better
Catholic by seeing how others have grown in the faith. After the
trip, I felt a lot of joy because I felt proud being a Catholic.
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Amanda: On the trip to El Paso I had a great time and
learned a lot from the experience. 1 now really noticed how kids
in America take things for granted and the kids in Mexico don’t
have many things we have. Visiting Mexico and Father Bill
helped me realize that I have a very good life and I don’t need
many things I want. The trip made me become a better catholic
and a better person. To see what little they have makes me want
to give more to their community. After the trip, I have a lot of joy
and pride to be a catholic.
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Luke: Seeing the dire poverty on the Mexico side of boarder
is uncomfortable and saddening. I learned to appreciate more for
what I have in life. I learned to be more compassionate for people
who are struggling for better in life.
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Teresa: I really appreciate what I have experienced and
learned from the trip. I saw the pain and suffering people endured
and I also witnessed how Catholic brothers and sisters the love of
Christ by serving the undocumented citizens. If we respond the
calling from Jesus by serving our little brothers, we will know the
faith better.
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Joseph: This five day journey was a complete life changing
experience in a sense that it has instilled more anger into my heart

that is already full of anger towards our totally distorted society
within America. Rather becoming hateful, my anger has changed
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in a way that I know that I was brought into this experience for a
reason, to enable me to realize that with what I am given I can
make a change in the right time. The only person I need to worry
is myself and that through my own struggles in life I will become
the final product of what God wants me to be in order to bring
justice and peace onto the people God want me to bring.
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Jeannette: At first I thought the journey to El Paso would be
so boring, but at the end, it was a fun and very spiritual experi-
ence. Helping out to those who needed most help made me feel
selfless. The Mexican food was super delicious and enjoyable. I
really love Pasoli, Tamales, and Mole from that restaurant.
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Mary: The border experience was a really eye-opening ex-
perience for me, and I am very grateful to have had the opportuni-
ty to go. At first, I was extremely reluctant to go, but once I began
to understand more and more about the border and the hardships
that Mexican children undergo each day, I saw just how much we
take for granted in America. This was a really fulfilling experi-
ence, and I am glad to have gone.
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Jordan: I am thankful for this experience because it opened

my eyes and changed my perception about immigration. It al-
lowed me to be thankful for what I have right now.
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Jenny: From this border experience, I have learned more
about the struggles for the immigrants and how we can do to
show our solidarity for our brothers and sisters in need. I am

thankful for all the people we met in this journey that help me to
grow in my faith and to understand God’s love.
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Dr.David Allen

Foundation Chiropractic
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2001N Collins #101, Richardson
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Christie S.Lee D.D.S.
General Dentistry
1729 Analog Dr. » Richardson

TGRS
(972)437-0200

www.christieleedds.com
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ANEHRIT T
U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL
4100 Spring Valley Rd., #202

Dallas, TX 75244
Tel: 972-960-2000

1-800-878-2828

Al iy e
Maria L Chen

CPA » MBA
501 Industrial Dr.#101
Richardson, TX 75081

(972)699-0986
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Baskin Robbins
6025 Royal lane Suite 105
Dallas, TX 75230
Tel: (214)368-3311

i ) TOKYO ONE

Sushi and Grill
WWW.TOKYO-ONE.COM
4350 Belt Line Rd. , Addison, TX 75001
Midway & Beltline SE Conner
TEL: 972-386-8899 FAX:972-386-0666
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Sacred Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish
4201 E. 14 St.

Plano - TX 75074

(972)516-8500




