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(continued from P.43) Does life after death exist?

The last four things are death, judgment, heaven, and hell,
Are they true?

Do I believe Jesus resurrected after death?

On Jesus’ second coming, do I believe I will also be resur-
rected?

In a few minutes, we will receive Holy Communion and I
hope we will all open our spiritual eyes and recognize the resur-
rected Jesus, the Lamb of God who willingly sacrificed Himself
for our salvation. Amen.
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The Carnival Seed

by Teresa Chang Bumpas

As a child, I had many fond memories of the carnival. To
me, Easter Sunday and the carnival are supposed to be enjoyed
together, just like cookies and milk. But it wasn’t until last year
that I saw the real meaning of the carnival and its purpose. I'm
not even sure when I decided that bringing the carnival back
would be a feasible thing to do. But God built my confidence one
step at a time and gave me the courage and commitment to follow
through with this desire. During this process; however, I knew
that God was with me, with the carnival team, and with our com-
munity 110%.

Throughout this journey, God revealed many important
things to me in 3’s.

Proceeding the Easter Carnival, God built my confidence
with small successes like:

1. Recruiting and teaching the preschool CCD class. The
youngest students soon took over the largest classroom because
there were so many kids and parents involved.

2. Organizing the Food Drive. From a small idea and desire
to feed the poor, we were able to provide over 800 meals as a
community.

3. Marketing for the Advent Retreat and reconnecting with
Father Morton, who I went to visit on a mission trip over 20 years
ago and ultimately inspired me to make the Anapra Education
Project the beneficiaries of this carnival.

I personally had 3 motivating factors that were based on the
past, present and future:

1.The Past-to thank my parent’s generation and everything
they have done to serve this community. I hope to honor them
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and to continue the work they started.

2. The Present-to build unity among our community and to
resurrect the passion for our faith. This applies to the young and
the old. I wanted to see EVERYONE come together to work for
this common cause.

3. The Future-to inspire the younger generation and to let
them know that they have a church community that stands behind
them and to experience God first hand through service.

From day one, Christ was always at the center of our heart
and our work. It was never just about a day of fun. The carnival
served as an opportunity for the community to come together, to
say “yes” to God and to honor Him with our God given talents.
Looking back, I am so grateful and touched that God has an-
swered all of our prayers. When you do God’s work, you see that
He is very real.

There was one person who called me to make a donation and
it was Cheng Yi Shing Ah Yi. We had a great conversation and I
shared with her some of my struggles and feelings that I had not
yet felt successful. She told me that what God has given to us
already, was not just a blessing but even, a miracle. It was the
first time I thought about it that way. Blessings seem like some-
thing that is abundant in our lives but miracles seem to happen on
rare occasions only. When I started to change my perspective on
things, I started to see the miracles around me.

Here are 3 miracles that I would like to share:

1. At our 2nd meeting, Wannie asked how much money we
were aiming to raise. I said that I didn’t have a number in mind,
that we just needed to do our best and whatever God gave us, is
something we should be proud of. She said she had a dream that
we raised $11,000 and I laughed. I felt bad for laughing but I told
her that was IMPOSSIBLE!! We’ve never donated more than
$2,000 in the past. BUT on Palm Sunday when I added up the
totals from presale, it was $11K. Blessing? Yes! Miracle? Abso-
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lutely! And I felt so humbled because God was telling me that
with Him, NOTHING is impossible.

2. I would drive to church many times throughout the 6
months of planning. Each time I would count down to Easter
Sunday-from months, to weeks, to days. So on Easter Sunday
morning, when I left house for the last time, I literally saw God’s
light. The sky had dark clouds all around but right in the center
and right in front of me, was a bright light that came out of the
darkness. And immediately I thought about the first song we
sang during our last meeting, “Light of the world, you stepped
down into darkness.”

3. For about 2 weeks, many of us were monitoring the
weather with anxiety. In fact, up until Easter Sunday, it had
rained 3 Sundays in a row (and only on Sundays). At one point,
we were expecting 60% chance of rain. But on Easter Sunday,
the weather was beautiful. And after we finished tearing down at
5PM, the rain came down at 6PM. God held off the rain for us
BUT the rain was also symbolic for me because it represented
cleansing and rebirth. God was giving Sacred Heart nourishment

B L
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to grow the “Carnival Seed” and to continue His work.

Thank you to the Sacred Heart community and for all those
that participated through donations, prayers, and volunteer work.
Thank you to everyone who has supported me through this jour-
ney. One of the most valuable lessons that I learned from my dad
is that when you serve as a “leader”, the biggest must become the
smallest. And when I prayed the Litany of Humility, I actually
for the first time really understood what it meant. And no matter
what kind of praise, credit and applause I receive, I will accept it
and push it up to God because everything I do is to give Him glo-
ry, honor and praise. I will continue the work of the carnival and
I hope that everyone will join me on this journey year after year
so that we may grow in our love for each other, for the world and
for God!

Who is ready for Easter Carnival 2015??!!!
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Homily on the Third Sunday
of Easter

+Dcn. George Chou

Shortly after my mom recovered from her serious illness in
2000, I got a chance to ask her: “Mom, what happens to a person
after death?” Mom paused for a long time; she finally opened her
mouth and said: “I don’t know, maybe just like smoke, puffed
and gone.” This question is actually very closely related to to-
day’s reading, because today’s readings deeply touch our funda-
mental understanding of life and death. Death is a subject that
many people may find difficult to talk about. Are life and death
like puffs of smoke? Is there life after death?

Death is not so welcomed, people don’t like to talk about it,
if we ever encounter the topic of death we always feel timid and
try to avoid it. In some cultures, death is even the pronoun of des-
pair and hopeless. Confucius once said: “I have not yet finished
my study of life, how can I know death?” It is obvious that every-
body is going to face death someday. Therefore, the question of
“is there life after death” is beyond religious context since death
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involves the integrity of the human life. If nothing would exist
after death, then morals, justice, philosophy, laws, and religions
would be a big hoax, and life and death would be chaos and cruel.

Today’s Gospel gives us the best evidence, and witnesses the
core of our faith. We can tell these two disciples were confused
and had lost their hope on their way to Emmaus. They would nev-
er dream that Jesus would resurrect on the third day, feeling pain
and sadness. Jesus joined them on the road and talked to them.
They didn’t recognize Jesus but told him that Jesus was a prophet
and was crucified in Jerusalem. What does it mean to be a proph-
et? A person who can tell the future? A prophet is someone who
observes things from God’s point of view and is to follow and
live God’s will. The prophet is to pass on God’s messages to oth-
ers, therefore, it is absolutely appropriate to call Christians,
Prophets.

One of them named Cleopas told Jesus what had happened
in Jerusalem in the past three days, their ideas, that they expected
Jesus as the prophet to save Israel, but Jesus was crucified on the
cross instead. They thought Jesus was dead, and that was it, they
didn’t have any more hope, and Israel could not be saved. How-
ever, several women surprised them with the report that they had
seen a vision of angels who announced that Jesus has resurrected,
and did not find His body in the tomb. With all these facts, the
two disciples still decided to leave Jerusalem, because they were
confused and had lost hope. They thought nothing could be
changed after Jesus passed away. Jesus was sad about their igno-
rance, they didn’t seem to understand that the Messiah had to go
through suffering, be arrested, scourged, and crucified, so to con-
quer death, then he would resurrect, and receive eternal glory. Je-
sus told them all the stories about Himself starting from Moses
and all the other prophets, by the end, Jesus changed their hearts
from depression into fervent fire. They finally opened their eyes
and saw the resurrected Jesus at the dinner table. They realized
that death didn’t mean everything comes to an end. There is life
after death. From Jesus they saw the transformation of the resur-
rection and eternal glory.
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So, if we now read the first and second reading again, we
should understand better why Peter said in his letter that we are
all redeemed by the precious blood of Christ like a spotless un-
blemished lamb.

Peter pointed out that our life on earth is temporary. We will
pass away very soon. There are 365 days a year, 3650 days a dec-
ade, and 36500 days a century. If we could live to 100 years old,
we’d actually only spend 36500 days on earth, this is not a big
number, it shows how short our life is. Peter also said that we in-
voke as Father the one who judged all people impartially accord-
ing to our deeds and lived in reverent fear during the time of our
exile. This means, although God is so kind, he will judge people
impartially. Therefore, whether we want to receive eternal life
after death or receive a condemned permanent death, they are all
based on our deeds when we are alive. Faith and daily life are two
sides of a coin. Faith that does not affect life is useless, and life
that does not follow from faith is futile. If we have true faith, our
life must be changed; this is what we call the conversion. If our
life follows from faith, we don’t have to say any; people will rec-
ognize that we are the Christian. I feel this way, I thank God be-
cause my mom acknowledged my change and later accepted my
believe. I went to visit her more often after she recovered in 2000.
I recall one of the visits where I took her to walk around the
neighborhood. We ended up sitting at a bus stop and chatted the
entire morning. During the conversation, she stared at me and
said: George, you have changed. I looked at her without saying
anything, in return; I gave her a hug. Later, 6 weeks before her
heavenly departure in 2004, she was baptized Catholic. This year
is the 10™ anniversary of her baptism. Mom’s words “George,
you have changed.” encouraged me so much; her words support
me to continue to pray, reflect, and convert. I know we all are
saved by Jesus’ precious blood, so in Christ, we can all witness
His resurrection and convert as the two disciples did on their way
to Emmaus.

Before concluding my homily today, I would like to invite
everybody to ask ourselves earnestly with the following ques-
tions. (continued to P.2)
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