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My dear brothers and sisters, I am Deacon George. Even
with deep sorrow, I would first like to praise the Lord, Our
Mighty Father. Because of His love, our dearest brother Robert
John Hsueh, finished his earthly journey and went home to en-

joy enteral peace with God. I’d also like to express my personal
thanks to you all who have come to celebrate Robert John’s fu-

neral liturgy and committal rite. Your kindness and friendship is
very meaningful and carries a lot of weight to our brother John

and his family. I thank you for coming. Now I am going to
speak in Chinese first and I will deliver the rest of my homily in
English.
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From the first reading, Paul said that if we have died with
Jesus Christ, we shall also live with him; if we persevere we
shall also reign with him. But if we deny him he will deny us.
If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny him-
selfo Why did Paul say this? The answer is simple, because we
live in the secular world, and we change very easily, yet God
does not change at all. God knows us, even better than we
know ourselves. Now the question is, how much do we know
God? Or even, how much do we want to know God? Speaking
of which, there are several different levels of knowing. The

first level is a greeting level of the knowing. For instance, we
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take a walk in the park and meet somebody on the sidewalk. We
simply say hello to each other We may know that the person
lives at the end of the street but our relationship remains at the

greeting level where we don’t know much about that person.
The second level of knowing, is to know someone or something
by the media, news, magazine, facebook, or computers. For

example, we all know president Obama, but how much and
how well do we know him? And does he know us at all? The

third level of knowing is based on knowledge and study. For ex-
ample, through studying the encyclopedia and Google maps,

we can gain the knowledge of the history of downtown Dallas.

We can find good restaurants and historical points. And the
fourth level is a deeper level of knowing through feeling,

reasoning, and experiencing our work, jobs, friends, marital
life, or even parentingo We enjoy, struggle, laugh, and
sometimes shed tears. We become somewhat familiar with our
lives, yet so often we passively react and respond because of our
feelings, reasoning, and experiences. This level of knowing

doesn’t do us much good if we only react or respond passively.
We all need the deepest and profound knowing that is the last
level of knowing comes from the inside of our soul where God

resides. This knowing is touched by our conscience and enlight-
ened by God’s grace. It can change our heart completely and we

can be anew and have a complete conversion.

I am sure our brother Robert John Hsueh knew God in his
heart and showed this in his work, among his friends, and
within his family. Now that brother John has finished his earthly
life, let us pray for his soul to rest in peace in God’s bosom and
ask for God’s mercy to raise him up on the last day. We pray for
this, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Amen °
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