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Childhood Memory

+Albert Chung

Growing up as an only child, I had to mature quickly.

My dad worked to support my mother and I, but his jobs
were always located too far away that we didn’t get the chance to
meet very often. Furthermore, my parents, both being immigrants,
couldn’t help me much with growing up in America, as they had-
n’t experienced it for themselves. This meant that from a young
age, [ understood and embraced a sense of self-reliance. Having
the responsibility of taking care of all my homework and school
projects, along with taking on the task of motivating myself to
always do better, caused me to develop an adult mindset early in
my life. My dad’s absence affected all facets of my childhood, as
his job took him away from when I was just entering school as a
kindergartner up until recently in High School. When I was a
Cub Scout, and later a Boy Scout, my Mom had to not only bring
me to school, but also ship me to and from my extracurricular ac-
tivities. Even as a child, I knew that my Mom had a tough time
trying to raise me when she had a job herself, and so I tried to
take as much of the pressure off her as I could. She was often
exhausted after work and cooking dinner, and because of this, I
knew to restrain myself from causing trouble and either read or
find a way to pass the time quietly. As a very empathetic person,
even at a young age, I tried to share the burden with my Mom;
and even though I couldn’t quite grasp why dad wasn’t with us, I
continued forward as best I could.

The difficulties I’ve been through during my childhood have
thankfully been bene-
ficial in a unique way, -
by sharpening my ¥
sense of kindness and
empathy, and also
giving me a hard re-
silience to forge my
own path to success.
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Going for the Jump

+Francisca Chou
Act 1. Grand Jeté.

Cue lights, cue music, cue curtains. Finally, I was given the
opportunity to dance with the “big girls” in the first Nutcracker
ballet performance of the season. As the first phrase of music
came to a close, I summoned the entirety of my frail confidence
and stepped onto the stage.

At each turn of step, my breath quickened in nervous antici-
pation for the jump that was coming up in the performance. Step-
step turn and step-step twist. Gradually, with each movement, my
confidence rose. The performance began to feel less like a series
of choreographed moves and more like a showcase of my love of
dance. Even the stage lights seemingly beckoned me to take ad-
vantage of the illuminated space encompassing me. I danced
more expressively, larger. Finally, when the moment came, |
made the decision to just go for the jump I had been holding back
on in class, and indeed, I went for it. As I released my fears and
soared above the stage in a leap of faith, I was overcome with a
feeling I had never known.

Act II. Boom.

That feeling of exquisite joy and freedom was soon replaced
with the pain of my subsequent crash to the stage. I completely
missed the landing of the jump and remained, for a split second,
crouched on the stage, dumbfounded.

Act III. Unbound.

As the performance ended, the crash completely consumed
my thoughts. The stage ever so briefly ceased to be my source of
comfort and confidence. However, now under calmed nerves and
the distance of time, I realize that I have the stage to thank. In
seizing an opportunity to soar, even for a moment, I realized I
lived more fully in that moment than I had in the entire week pre-
ceding the performance. That moment and those like it in my
years of performing have instilled in me a guiding aspiration: to
discover more from failure than from perfection and to feel, in a
word, unbound...
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This encompassing desire to overcome fears and explore be-
yond strict boundaries has shaped my goals and interests in life. I
have witnessed divisions between cultures dissolve as I perform
with dancers from around the globe, and I have come to under-
stand that dancing is not just a sharing of movement; it is a shar-
ing of ideas, cultures, traditions, expression, and art. The global
perspective I have acquired from dancing and performing has fu-
eled my aspiration to study anthropology because I want to under-
stand just exactly how cultures develop. I want to ask questions,
and dare to think, live, and understand beyond the boundaries of
Plano, Texas. The truth of the matter is this: my education does
not stop here. I still have an entire world to treat as my stage, so
no matter where I am, I know I will always go for the jump, un-
bound.
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6025 Royal lane Suite 105
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Tel: (214)368-3311

Tina # @ 972-740-5616
Tony  * 972-740-6543
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Maria L Chen

CPA - MBA
501 Industrial Dr.#101
Richardson, TX 75081

(972)699-0986
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Guidelines for Publication in Grapevine

Mission: The mission of The Grapevine is to evangelize, to
promote personal spiritual growth, and to share life
experience among the parishioners.

Topics: Everyone is welcome to submit articles to
Grapevine, and the topics may include (1) reflections on
one’s spiritual life (2) thoughts and learning from a
particular article or book, (3) testimonies on family or
personal life, (4) prayers, (5) introduction to biographies
of saints, (6) introduction to the meanings and origins of
religious or cultural holidays, and (7) laughter or
cartoons.

Word Limit: Please keep each of your articles within 3,000
words. If you do not wish to have your article(s) published
in other publications, please note it at the end of your
article(s).

How to Submit? You may submit the article(s) directly to
any of the editors, or e-mail Cindy Chu who is in charge
of our databank, at: cindyfachu@yahoo.com. You may
use an alias. But you will have to provide your real name
and telephone number to the editors so that we can
contact you if necessary.

Editors' Note:The Grapevine is a publication of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish, Dallas Diocese, Texas
and it is free. Donations to support publication of
Grapevine are welcomed and appreciated. Please mail
your donation check to the parish, and write "For
Grapevine" in the memo section.

In order to reduce cost, please notify us if your address
has been changed.

The Grapevine is also published on the parish website:
http://www.chinese-catholic.org. You are more than
welcome to take advantage of our website. Peace and Joy
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