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5th Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Isaiah 6:1-2;3-8; 1 Corin-
thians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

+DCN, George Chou

1. A New Start on the New Year’s day.

My name is George Chou. You are welcome to call me Dcn.
George, or Den. Chou. Today is my first day to report to my duty
and my first word to you is Happy Chinese New Year. New Year
is the time at which a new calendar year begins and the year count
on the calendar is incremented. Today is the beginning of the year
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of the snake, and it is also the beginning of the 4711™ Chinese

New Year since Huangdi, who, is one of the legendary Chinese
sovereigns and culture heroes in ancient Chinese history started
this chronological calendar.

In today’s readings, we find the new start of Isaiah for he

exclaimed “Here I am, send me!” after his sins were wiped out.
We also find the new start of Saint Paul for he is what he is by the
grace of God, and the new start of Saint Peter for he left every-
thing behind and followed Jesus. All of them realized they were
unworthy to have the chance of a new start, yet, all of them re-
ceived the grace of God despite their unworthiness. It is God him-
self who gives them the chance to have a new start and makes
them effective. Today is also a new start for me, I pray to God to
give me the grace and strength so that [ may serve this parish with
a work of heart.

2. Transition from last week’s content to this week.

We just left Jesus in last week’s reading with his hometown
rejecting him, taking him to the edge of the cliff and wanting to
push him over but Jesus simply walked through their midst.
Luke’s gospel is very well balanced, after the negative treatment
from his hometown people last week, Jesus was welcomed by the
eager people in today’s reading, people eager to listen to the word
of God. In the end, Peter and his companions gave up everything
and followed him.

3. The reflection of Peter’s reaction when his routine was inter-
rupted

From today’s Gospel, we can imagine it was a sunny morn-
ing. The crowds were rushing in wanting to listen to the word of
God. The fishermen had disembarked and were washing their
nets, they must be disappointed and frustrated because they had
been working very hard all night but caught nothing. “Nothing”
meaning they could not bring home enough for income and food.
It was one of their struggling days, and they had to wash the nets
and prepare for the next night to start all over again. Jesus picked
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up Peter’s boat and got into it. Jesus asked Peter to put out a short
distance from the shore so he would not be pushed and pressed by
the crowd. Let’s imagine if you and I were Peter, exhausted, tired,
and disappointed at the time, and we were busy with our routine
job. All of sudden, out of nowhere, somebody interrupts us, wants
us to stop our work, and do something different that interferes
with current job, what would we do? Would we ignore Jesus to-
tally and continue our normal business because we don’t want to
be interrupted? Or are we thinking why should I follow your in-
structions? Or would we act the same as Peter did in the gospel
and humble ourselves and obey Jesus even when we don’t under-
stand Him.

4. The characteristic of Jesus’ commands, Authoritative but no
pressure. In the gospel besides Jesus asking Peter to put the boat
out a short distance, Jesus also gave four different commands.
First, he said to put out into deep water, second, lower your
nets for a catch, third, do not be afraid, and finally, from now
on you will be catching men. Hearing his commands, you can
find that Jesus is authoritative and effective, yet you don’t hear
pressure and burden.

5. Reflection of God’s grace

Peter reacted accordingly of all four of Jesus’ commands be-
cause God gave Peter the grace for him to be aware of himself
was a sinner. It is also very encouraging that in the first and sec-
ond reading, both Isaiah and Paul had got the same grace. Isaiah
realized his unclean lips. He said, “Woe is me, [ am doomed! For
I am a man of unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips;
Paul said in his letter in a similar way, he said: “I am the least of
the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted
the church of God.”

God’s grace is so huge, huge enough to save us from our sin-
ful state, and is always available for us before it is too late, re-
member, if we think our sins are bigger than God’s grace, we are
wasting His merciful kindness. That is why Paul said: “by the
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been
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ineffective. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me.” In
the first reading, the Seraphim also used tongs from the altar to
touch Isaiah’s lips and removed his wickedness and purged his
sin without adding any conditions.

6. Conclusion

Yes, we all are imperfect and we all are unworthy, but we all
are God’s people, and we all are loved by God, Jesus said “Do
not be afraid, from now on, you will be catching men.” This
means God wants us. He invites us to work with Him, to be His
partner. It is God who is passionately in love with us, who not
only forgives us, but uses our weaknesses to do wonderful things
for catching others in the net of his love and mercy.

We come to the Eucharist today to receive once more the gift
of God’s love in Jesus, and to be strengthened in hearing God’s
call. We pray that we too will surrender like Peter and respond in
faith with our hearts and lives. With the help of Lord Jesus Christ,
we can all be “fishers of men” and invite our friends and relatives
to come and see.
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Dr.David Allen

Foundation Chiropractic
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2001N Collins #101, Richardson
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Christie S.Lee D.D.S.
General Dentistry
1729 Analog Dr. » Richardson
(972)437-0200

www.christieleedds.com

olution-Focused Coaching
Teresa Chang Ph.D.
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TH&Y © (972)509-8917
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Baskin Robbins
6025 Royal lane Suite 105
Dallas, TX 75230

Tel: (214)368-3311

@?W;Q% alist
Flavio Benitez

Free Estimates (972)804-9073
11105 Shady Trail Suite #104
Dallas, TX 75229

E-Mail: flavioben1@hotmail.com

’A?fordable Health Insurance
B F R R
TEL : 817-692-4048
daisyip@yahoo.com
th w4 Daisy
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U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL
4100 Spring Valley Rd., #202

Dallas, TX 75244
Tel: 972-960-2000

1-800-878-2828
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Tina # @ 972-740-5616
Tony  * 972-740-6543
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Maria L Chen

CPA - MBA
501 Industrial Dr.#101
Richardson, TX 75081

(972)699-0986
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Treasure Pinancial Cong.
www.treasurefinancial.com
777 S. Central Express Pkwy #101,

Richardson, TX 75080
Tel: 972-644-9200 or 1-800-999-8868
Fax: 972-644-9205

| Ve
® ©
= X

o B F ot

Dr. Hector Carbonell, Parishioner
www.EastPlanoVet.com
Shiloh @14th St. Tel: 972-516-0717
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Guidelines for Publication in Grapevine

Mission: The mission of The Grapevine is to evangelize, to
promote personal spiritual growth, and to share life
experience among the parishioners.

Topics: Everyone is welcome to submit articles to
Grapevine, and the topics may include (1) reflections on
one’s spiritual life (2) thoughts and learning from a
particular article or book, (3) testimonies on family or
personal life, (4) prayers, (5) introduction to biographies
of saints, (6) introduction to the meanings and origins of
religious or cultural holidays, and (7) laughter or
cartoons.

Word Limit: Please keep each of your articles within 3,000
words. If you do not wish to have your article(s) published
in other publications, please note it at the end of your
article(s).

How to Submit? You may submit the article(s) directly to
any of the editors, or e-mail Cindy Chu who is in charge
of our databank, at: cindyfachu@yahoo.com. You may
use an alias. But you will have to provide your real name
and telephone number to the editors so that we can
contact you if necessary.

Editors' Note:The Grapevine is a publication of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish, Dallas Diocese, Texas
and it is free. Donations to support publication of
Grapevine are welcomed and appreciated. Please mail
your donation check to the parish, and write "For
Grapevine" in the memo section.

In order to reduce cost, please notify us if your address
has been changed.

The Grapevine is also published on the parish website:
http://www.chinese-catholic.org. You are more than
welcome to take advantage of our website. Peace and Joy
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