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A Holy Makeover

+Ming Hua Wang

During my Tuesday mornings Bible study session, my
group, half dozen women parishioners, came upon the story of
Mary and Martha. (Luke 10, 38-42) One day Jesus and his disci-
ples went into the village they lived in Bethany. Martha wel-
comed the Lord to her house and started making preparations like
a good hostess. She was busy doing this and that while Mary just
sat by the Lord’s feet and paid no attention to her efforts. Finally,
Martha went to the Lord and complained about Mary’s lacking.
But Jesus answered her by saying: “Martha, Martha, you are wor-
ried and distracted by many things, there’s need of only one
thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken

away from her.” The Lord rebuked Martha’s choice of value
with the delicate ambiguity of “many things”, which meant those
were not important enough to call for excessive attention or
worry; a simple meal is sufficient for hospitality. He approved
Mary’s preference for listening to his teaching as contrasted with
Martha’s unneeded acts of the usual woman’s role.

Too often in today’s hustled and bustled world, we have the
tendency to rush around, busy with “many things” like Martha,
while ignoring the “one thing” that was needed—to sit at Jesus’s
feet like Mary. Jesus wasn’t condemning Martha’s efficiency and
hard work nor was He telling her she had to be just like Mary to
please Him. He simply didn’t want Martha to be so caught up in
kitchen service FOR Him that she missed out on the joy of being
with Him.

When their brother, Lazarus was sick and dying (John
11),Jesus waited two days before going to Bethany. By then,
Lazarus was dead. Mary was struck with grief and remained at
home instead of going out to meet Jesus. Later she cried out her
questions to Him. But while Jesus didn’t answer her, He felt her
pain. The Bible says He wept.
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Neither of the sisters got what they expected from Jesus. In-
stead, they received much more. Because God never withholds
good unless He has something better to give. Whether it’s refus-
ing more help in the kitchen or the miraculous healing of your
brother. You can be sure Jesus knows what He’s doing when He
says no to our earthly requests in order to say yes to His heavenly
plan. These two sisters learned from Him, they humbled their
hearts and changed. Martha learned to be still and listen. Mary
learned to pour her heart as well as her expensive perfume in ser-
vice. As they received Jesus’s teaching, they learned the balance
between a soul at rest and a body in motion, between working
hard for Christ and sitting at His feet.

I’m so glad we have a Savior who loves us just as we are,
but loves us too much not to change us for the better. After all,
Christ’s main purpose is to return to us the glory of God we were
meant to reflect in this world. As a well-known author puts it:
“Our task here on earth is to show the world an accurate reflec-
tion of what God is like. To show them, through our lives, who
God is.”
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Guidelines for Publication in Grapevine

Mission: The mission of The Grapevine is to evangelize, to
promote personal spiritual growth, and to share life
experience among the parishioners.

Topics: Everyone is welcome to submit articles to
Grapevine, and the topics may include (1) reflections on
one’s spiritual life (2) thoughts and learning from a
particular article or book, (3) testimonies on family or
personal life, (4) prayers, (5) introduction to biographies
of saints, (6) introduction to the meanings and origins of
religious or cultural holidays, and (7) laughter or
cartoons.

Word Limit: Please keep each of your articles within 3,000
words. If you do not wish to have your article(s) published
in other publications, please note it at the end of your
article(s).

How to Submit? You may submit the article(s) directly to
any of the editors, or e-mail Cindy Chu who is in charge
of our databank, at: cindyfachu@yahoo.com. You may
use an alias. But you will have to provide your real name
and telephone number to the editors so that we can
contact you if necessary.

Editors' Note:The Grapevine is a publication of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish, Dallas Diocese, Texas
and it is free. Donations to support publication of
Grapevine are welcomed and appreciated. Please mail
your donation check to the parish, and write "For
Grapevine" in the memo section.

In order to reduce cost, please notify us if your address
has been changed.

The Grapevine is also published on the parish website:
http://www.chinese-catholic.org. You are more than
welcome to take advantage of our website. Peace and Joy
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