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The Angel That Pass
Through

+Stephen Shek

Coming Home

I am writing this in both English and Chinese so that the
younger generation that has grown up in an English speaking en-
vironment can also see some of the benefits and conversion that is
witnessing the wonderful work of God.

Robert is in Heaven and is also praying for us. I firmly belief
that some of the conversion that I can see is through his interces-
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sion before God for us.
My Own Reflection

When Robert pass passing away back in 1995, we all hold
some level of regret and find it hard to let go. Why did God take
away Robert before he even has a chance to grow up and do eve-
rything that he could have done like others his age. However, as
the Holy Spirit move me into a deeper study of our Catholic faith,
I realize Robert’s passing from this earth to his heavenly eternal
life actually should be rejoiced instead of grieve. Robert has been
awarded a heavenly body that will not experience any pain, suf-
fering, anxiety, or grieve. He is in forever happiness and is one of
the heavenly holy souls. He is now enjoying the company of
saints in heaven.

Before Robert’s death, I was a very aggressive person after
personal wealth, fame and power. This drives me to work very
hard at work. If it had not been the sacrifice of Cecilia of her own
CPA career to take care of the two boys at home, there is no way
for me to be able to devote the amount of time at work and
achieve the limited level of success. However, before I lost Ce-
cilia, I never recognize it and only thought that it is part of the
wife’s requirement to support the husband. I have a long way to
correct my selfish instinct.

Death is like a transition from the current bodily life moving
to our new eternal body and our souls would be eternally with
God. With Cecilia’s passing and the revelation of her heaven
bound journey, I begin to realize why the early Christian’s and
previous martyrs’ calmness and boldness when they face death.
They are heading towards the re-birth into their heavenly life.
This is a birthday in heaven. That is the reason we celebrate the
saint’s feast day on their death. Their death on earth is their birth
in heaven. Having recognized this I can see why Bernadette’s
longing for her heaven bound journey. I can now begin to realize
and actually have less fear of facing death, less incline on earthly
belongs and begin to spend more time to learn about our Catholic
faith, doing bible study, etc. This opened my eye on how ignorant
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I was (and still am) about our faith and the breadth and depth of
Catholic teachings. The Bible is the only book that we can read it
over and over again and even reading the same passage at differ-
ent time, we would recognize a different level of understanding
and gain more insight. It is like a goldmine that cannot be ex-
hausted. I can pick up nuggets everywhere in the pit wherever I
make a turn even back to the same place I had been before.

Some Observations

If Robert had been with us, he would have been a young
man finished with university and may be starting to work. With
Robert’s passing, he could not accomplish these. However,
Marvin, Robert’s brother, went through his conversion from a
rebellious teenager to a responsible young man have accom-
plished for Robert what he did not do on earth. Marvin’s conver-
sion clearly is the Grace of God and possibly through the inter-
cession of Robert for his brother. Fan Di is more relieved now
that Marvin has become more mature and is now the man of the
house. Robert’s death has brought about quite a few conversion.
Notably are Nien Tsu and his father’s baptism. All these can be
attributed to the blessing from God. But God also use the events
on earth to move the stone cold hearts.

The writing from Cecilia on the first edition is when she was
very ill at home. She can barely get up and stay up for a short pe-
riod of time due to the continued medication of pain killers that
puts her to sleep most of the time. However, she summarized as
best what she can say into a couple of short paragraphs. Echoing
what she had seen in preparation of her own journey. Her passing
also brought about the conversion of her father who eventually is
baptized a couple of years before his death.

Bernadette’s Passing

Bernadette was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and after a
short time, also passed on from this earth to her heaven bound
journey. She has actually taken time in her last few months to
plan her funeral, and an opportunity to reconcile with all her
brothers and sisters so she can be well prepared to face the father
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when she passes on earth. This is not only a strong witness of her
faith, but also a confirmation of the real presence of God, heaven,
and eternal life. That is why she can say not only is she ready, she
wants to hurry up and go to heaven.

Coming Home

God’s love in unfathomable. It is both wide and deep that we
cannot even try to assess with our limited capacity (both Intellec-
tual, 1Q, and emotional, EQ). If God wants to give our soul access
into heaven, he can surely do it. However, He has also given us a
path that we can recognize on our earthly knowledge that through
the teaching of Jesus through our Church, we can be on the right
path to head to our heavenly home.

There are winners and sinners in church. Those clear win-
ners are called saints and we know they are in Heaven for sure.
There are also other winners that we know will get to heaven.
These are the baptized and through God’s grace, have been able
to receive all the sacraments and remain in the Grace of God be-
fore their heavenly journey. The rest are sinners that God is
awaiting for conversion and each of us are in that category until
we breathe our last and head home.

Robert, Cecilia, Bernadette, are winners. They have shown
us with their witnessing of their faith on their path facing the end
of their earthly life.

For those of us that are on earth, we should be heading to our
temporal home, the Church that Jesus had built and passed on to
us today. Because that is a way we can have a higher level of as-
surance we would be on the right path heading into our heavenly
home. With our purified body, we would be able to face God and
enjoy eternal life with him.

I pray that every one that reads this little booklet would be
moved to respond to God’s calling. God is calling you now. I
pray that you would seek the Grace of God and be able to come
home and be baptized.
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We nderland Bathing & Shuttle

Happier & Healthier Dogs www.DoggiesWonderland.com

Business Hours
Mon — Fri 7:30am — 6:30pm  Sunday Boarding pickup/drop off only

Saturday 9:00am — 5:00pm Between 9-10am or 4-5 pm
Plano Location: Coppell Location:
505 Alma Drive 120 E. Bethel School Road
Plano, Texas 75075 Coppell, Texas 75019
Tel: 972-881-1905 Tel: 972-745-9100
Across the street from Collin 4 miles away from DFW airport
Creek Mall near SW corner of located on NE corner of S. Denton
Alma & Plano Pkway Tap & Bethel School
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25% of your spending will be donated to the church under your name
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http://www.doggieswonderland.com/
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Dr.David Allen

Foundation Chiropractic
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2001N Collins #101, Richardson
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Christie S.Lee D.D.S.
General Dentistry
1729 Analog Dr. » Richardson
(972)437-0200

www.christieleedds.com

olution-Focused Coaching
Teresa Chang Ph.D.
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Baskin Robbins
6025 Royal lane Suite 105
Dallas, TX 75230

Tel: (214)368-3311

@?W;Q% alist
Flavio Benitez

Free Estimates (972)804-9073
11105 Shady Trail Suite #104
Dallas, TX 75229

E-Mail: flavioben1@hotmail.com

’A?fordable Health Insurance
B F R R
TEL : 817-692-4048
daisyip@yahoo.com
th w4 Daisy

- 38 -

BT
U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL
4100 Spring Valley Rd., #202

Dallas, TX 75244
Tel: 972-960-2000

1-800-878-2828
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Tina # @ 972-740-5616
Tony  * 972-740-6543
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Maria L Chen

CPA - MBA
501 Industrial Dr.#101
Richardson, TX 75081

(972)699-0986
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Treasure Pinancial Cong.
www.treasurefinancial.com
777 S. Central Express Pkwy #101,

Richardson, TX 75080
Tel: 972-644-9200 or 1-800-999-8868
Fax: 972-644-9205
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Dr. Hector Carbonell, Parishioner
www.EastPlanoVet.com
Shiloh @14th St. Tel: 972-516-0717
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Guidelines for Publication in Grapevine

Mission: The mission of The Grapevine is to evangelize, to
promote personal spiritual growth, and to share life
experience among the parishioners.

Topics: Everyone is welcome to submit articles to
Grapevine, and the topics may include (1) reflections on
one’s spiritual life (2) thoughts and learning from a
particular article or book, (3) testimonies on family or
personal life, (4) prayers, (5) introduction to biographies
of saints, (6) introduction to the meanings and origins of
religious or cultural holidays, and (7) laughter or
cartoons.

Word Limit: Please keep each of your articles within 3,000
words. If you do not wish to have your article(s) published
in other publications, please note it at the end of your
article(s).

How to Submit? You may submit the article(s) directly to
any of the editors, or e-mail Cindy Chu who is in charge
of our databank, at: cindyfachu@yahoo.com. You may
use an alias. But you will have to provide your real name
and telephone number to the editors so that we can
contact you if necessary.

Editors' Note:The Grapevine is a publication of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish, Dallas Diocese, Texas
and it is free. Donations to support publication of
Grapevine are welcomed and appreciated. Please mail
your donation check to the parish, and write "For
Grapevine" in the memo section.

In order to reduce cost, please notify us if your address
has been changed.

The Grapevine is also published on the parish website:
http://www.chinese-catholic.org. You are more than
welcome to take advantage of our website. Peace and Joy
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