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Accompanying Jesus
during a trip

¢ Anthony Chan

I am used to daily mass, but when traveling it is not always
straightforward to find a church with early morning mass before
the daily work and to figure out how to get there. I am thankful
that I was able to attend mass each day I was in Singapore. [ am
also thankful to the brothers and sisters there who were going to
meet me in the hotel early on Saturday morning to bring me to a
church near the hotel and were also taking me to their church for
Sunday mass and a sharing on adoration in the afternoon in Man-
darin. I even came to know that most churches in Singapore have
a beautiful adoration chapel, and many have daily adoration. The
graces of Jesus is so abundant. The small discomfort encountered
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earlier no longer matter because He has given so much. He con-
tinues to grant these graces even in seemingly impossible condi-
tions and in despite of my weaknesses. As I recall the wonders
and graces from Jesus this week, I can no longer hold my thank-
fulness but be overcome with tears to see face to face and to unite
with Jesus in each mass there.

I had a week of meeting in Singapore. I was taking flights to
leave Dallas on Thursday morning and to connect twice to arrive
on Friday midnight. After spending the first night in the second
leg, we were scheduled to stop over Tokyo on Friday afternoon. It
was 30 minutes towards landing there when Earthquake occurred
in Japan so that we had to spend an additional night inside the
plane. During that time, the plane had detoured to refuel and to
park elsewhere but the ground facilities were limited during such
emergency in the country. The food supply and water were not
prepared for that long, and half of the toilets had broken down
later. We were strained inside that plane in this leg alone for 31
hours, during which I was also troubled with eczema. I had ec-
zema for many years, and it had deteriated so much in recent
years that it had affected many parts of the body. I understand that
eczema is nothing but only reminds me of Jesus scouged and af-
flicted so much that nowhere can unharmed skin be found. With
eczema, scratching can only worsen it so that the difficulty is to
deal with the the urge to scratch when feeling itchy. With much
use of medication, I still need the strength to overcome this urge
in prayer. As | am reminded that there are many temptations that
have caused many souls to fall, I realized that I can offer such
small discomfort to Jesus as I pray for souls who may fall into
prey of the worldly temptations. Although it seems I cannot do
anything physically when being strained, I understand that in
prayer I am actually working as I join the spiritual war against
evil.

Communication was paralyzed throughout the country at
that time that I was unable to communicate with Singapore. So it
caused the brother to come to the hotel to look for me not realiz-
ing I was still strained in Tokyo.
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The plane had finally landed in the Narita Airport before
noon on Saturday. Yet we found that the airport floor was the
only place to spend yet another night when many flights were
canceled and no hotels are available. The only thing the airline
company can do is to rebook for their own future flights. Their
next flight will only leave on Sunday evening. It became apparent
that I would not be able to meet the Chinese church in Singapore
on Sunday. Meanwhile, the Airline had helped me to call the
church in Singapore to tell them about the delay. It was then nec-
essary to cancel the sharing on Sunday afternoon.

I did not give up, and I ask Jesus to make it happen if that is
His will.

A friend also connecting to the same flight as mine from To-
kyo Narita to Singapore had landed in Tokyo before the Earth-
quake. He was in the airport when the whole building shaked,
things fell, and people screamed. He had already spent the Friday
night inside the airport but could scarcely sleep owing to numer-
ous smaller aftershocks throughout the night and earlier building
evacuations. He had already spent the whole morning on Saturday
talking in vain to the Airline to seek help to re-route or to find a
hotel.

The Airline company don't have any alternative routes, and
does not contact other airline companies to seek other options to
route the passengers.

We decided to do the searching on our own, and ran back
and forth to different airline counters to ask flight information and
availability. My friend finally find out that one other airline com-
pany with seats available to leave on Saturday night. Yet the local
airline staff are not authorized to change the ticket for us. My
friend used his cell phone to call the airline headquarter in USA
while I was praying. He talked for a very long time but the cus-
tomer support insisted that natural disasters are not their responsi-
bility. He changed from talking to yelling until he was able to
speak to a manager.
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After spending 2 hours with his cell phone, they did re-ticket
us for the Saturday evening flight to Singapore. I checked in the
hotel at 3:30AM on Sunday. The church members came to the
hotel to meet me at 9:30AM that morning. After having already
called people on Saturday to inform them about cancellation of
the Sunday afternoon sharing, they decided to call some people
again on Sunday morning. It was not easy because the Chinese
masses in most churches started early at around 8 AM. It was too
late to make Sunday announcement and many people live quite
far away. They realized that many people could not be reached in
such a short notice, but they still tried.

I thank the spirituality team of the Commission for the Apos-
tolate of Mandarin Speaking for hosting. I had caused them a lot
of troubles, and I pray that Jesus reward them abundantly with
even more graces to accompany Jesus. With their help, I was also
able to participate in the Stations of the Cross event in Singapore
attended by nearly 500 people. I did not forget the Cantonese
Catholic there. I was leaving early Friday morning, and with the
busy work and meeting, the only time I had left is Thursday eve-
ning. Being a weekday evening and with the long commuting
time for most people, it is not convenient to meet the Cantonese
Catholics. Yet they managed to find a meeting room in the
church, and managed to set up the projector in the last minute.

A week later, my return flight makes stop over Tokyo again.
The flight time is long, but at least half of the time can be spent in
prayer, meditation, and rest. The discomfort in the long flight is
really nothing compared with what the earthquake, tsunami, and
nuclear reactor victims are going through. Many of them have lost
everything. As we pray for these victims, we may also pray for
other souls who are putting all their trust and hope in worldly
treasures but can lose all of them overnight. They can be as poor
as the tsunami victims. Everyone will lose everything anyway in
this world when we leave. Only love is eternal, and Jesus is love.
It 1s so sweet to accompany Jesus truly present in the Eucharist.
In the long flight, I cannot attend mass but I still thank Jesus be-
cause | can still receive Jesus spiritually, immerse in His love. As
I accompany my dear Jesus spiritually, my soul hungers more to
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physically accompany Jesus present in the Eucharist.

For the next week, my legs were hurting from the lack of
circulation on the plane, and there were my voice was also af-
fected probably owing to the long flight time. However, | am so
thankful that my legs and voice were normal when | did need to
use them in Singapore.

Congratulations
~The Chen Fa

“He called those whom He desired and they followed Him*”
~Mark 3:13
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First Homily

+Dcn. Rueben Chen

I want to thank everyone for your support and for your
prayers and for everything that you have done for me. Almost six
years ago, we were sitting in St. Paul’s Church, without a home.
I remember that day very clearly, I had just got back from Tai-
wan, | was actually quite sick that day and very weak, but Fr.
Pang asked me to come up to the altar and it was there that I made
my announcement to all of you that I was entering the seminary.
I knew that this journey would be hard and would need lots of
prayer. Thank you to all of you who have prayed for me daily,
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that have offered me words of encour-
1 agement, and those that have supported
| me financially and materially. 1 could
| not have made it this far without your
prayers and support, I know that for
sure. I stand before you today as a dea-
con, the fruit of your labor.  Thank
you!

Many of you have asked me how
does it feel, or what does my future
hold. This is just too surreal for me
and I really do not know how to ex-
- press my joy and gratitude that I have
\_ in my heart! It is times like this where
one wants to cry out, “Praise the Lord!
Alleluia!” T am having way too much

God’s will has been working constantly in my life, espe-
cially yesterday and today. During my final weeks and days be-
fore my ordination, I have often asked God why he put the day of
my ordination right at the beginning of Lent. Why do I have to
suffer and do penance when all I want to do is to celebrate with
my family and friends? I feel just like Jesus at the beginning of
today’s Gospel. Before he is led into the desert, he is baptized by
John the Baptist. And not only that, the heavens are open and
God the Father announces for the world to hear “This is my be-
loved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Immediately after this
incredible declaration from the Father, Jesus is led into the desert.
The Gospel of Mark has even stronger words, that Jesus was
“driven” into the desert. What a radical change that must be, to
have all the love and praise from the one you love and then sud-
denly for it to be taken away and led into a desert for forty days!

The Church, in her wisdom, put today’s readings together to
set the tone for us and for this Lent. The story in Genesis tells us
how Adam and Eve sinned before God and brought sin into
God’s creation. You know and I know that sin spreads like domi-
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noes falling down. One person’s sin affects everybody around
them and even affects creation through pollution and extinction.
But St. Paul writes in Romans that through one man’s disobedi-
ence sin entered the world, and so it is that through one man’s
obedience, the many were made righteous. Jesus Christ suc-
ceeded where Adam failed. The Gospel of Jesus’ temptations in
the desert gives us four lessons for us in Lent. Each of his temp-
tations, of hunger, of faith, and of power is a lesson for us: “Man
does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God.” “You shall not put the Lord, your God,
to the test.” “You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him
alone.” Yesterday, during the ordination, I made some very big
promises of obedience, chastity and a life of prayer. Today’s
Gospel connects these promises with Jesus’ temptations very
closely: hunger and sexual desires are bodily needs; it’s an exer-
cise of self-control. In the same way that man does not live on
bread alone, I live a celibate life and live by the word of God.
Although I will not throw myself off a temple to be caught by an-
gels, I will be faced with many problems in the church and be
tempted to handle everything on my own. A life dedicated to
prayer means that I must have faith that God will keep me safe. If
I rely on him, if I do not take everything into my own hands and
try to test God, I will be ok and he will keep me safe. I promised
obedience to the bishop and to the authority and teaching of the
Church. This means that again, I am obedient to God through my
obedience to the Church. I do not make myself, Deacon Reuben
Chen, the great leader and savior of the world.... No, I am at the
service of the Lord and do His will, not my will.

I mentioned that there were four lessons in this Gospel and I
have spelled out Jesus’ three temptations: hunger, faith, and obe-
dience. But I want to take a small aside to make my point on the
fourth lesson, which occurs before the temptations. Jesus was
fasting for forty days and forty nights and then the Gospel says,
“...and afterwards he was hungry. The tempter approached and
said to him...” Although the other Gospels indicate that the
temptations occurred DURING the forty days, Matthew’s Gospel
could almost be read like the temptations happened AFTER the
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forty days and nights. Can you imagine the temptations occurring
then? Here we are at the beginning of Lent, everybody is ready to
fast and pray and do everything that Lent requires and then, to-
wards the end of Lent, there’s an announcement that Lent is being
extended for another forty days! I think that a lot of people would
be very angry and all the hard work they have done in Lent would
be completely lost!!! Imagine Jesus at that point, he’s tired, ex-
hausted, and hungry. He barely can think straight and then the
devil shows up to tempt him. This would be a very opportune
time for Jesus to fall and so the devil takes advantage of us when
we are weak. But isn’t that what happens to us quite often?

Many times we think we are about to reach the end, but then
expectations change and there are new challenges. For me, I have
been discerning for six years and I have finally been ordained,
this is a huge milestone for me. But at the same time, when I
look at Jesus’ temptation the way I have just described it, my
temptations, my life and the real test is just beginning, I have to
persevere!!! The same way, each day you succeed in your Lenten
practice, you must be ready to face the devil again in his chal-
lenges the next day. If we fall, which all of us do, we get back
up, relying on the strength of God and try again. This is called
final perseverance, which is just as important at the beginning of
Lent as it is at the end.

Join me in this Lent. Enter into today’s Gospel prayerfully
as a way for you to imitate Jesus. Go into the desert and begin
your fasting, your prayer, and your almsgiving. Take away all
those things that won’t bring you to God and get to God. I real-
ized that all of the Lents that I have been through (it’s not that
many, I’m not that old), I have noticed that the more I give up, the
more | pray, the more I try to bring myself closer to God in this
time, the happier I am and the closer I am to Him when it is dur-
ing Easter time. Lenten practices strip away all those things that
are unnecessary in life and helps you focus on what is the most
important: God.

Yesterday, the heavens were opened as I lay prostrate on the
floor of the sanctuary. I felt God’s love shining down on me, all
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the saints coming from heaven praying, and the incredible out-
pouring love to us new deacons. And even today, everyone has
been saying all these wonderful things to me. I’m really having a
great time celebrating. However, I know when all this is over, I
will be led in the desert like Jesus. I will have to return to my
seminary and my studies. But on the spiritual level, I will have to
enter into Lent just like everybody else. I will have to go through
forty days of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. So God’s answer
for why my ordination is at the beginning of Lent? God is show-
ing me, and perhaps you too, how I can imitate Christ’s life better
through his three temptations and the temptation of final persever-
ance.
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Everything Happens for a Reason

+Lillian Kang

My name is Lillian Kang. I have been attending this church
on a regular basis since February 2010. It was not until recently
that I was baptized at this church on April 23, 2011. Prior to my
baptism, I had also attended RCIA classes and listened to many
reflections and teachings from various members of this church. I
was frequently questioned after my first Sunday mass here. How
did I find this particular church? How did I become interested in
attending church? Why now? What was I looking for?

I had just celebrated my 25" birthday with my family and
was looking forward to the new year. It was a feeling that I can-
not explain but I simply felt that I needed change. It was a subtle,
almost an overnight change, but January rolled around and I
scouted for churches to attend. I had not attended church since 1
was young, perhaps around elementary school. It was too much to
really remember anything of significance and certainly too young
to truly understand or appreciate all that I was learning in class
along with my peers. I have memories of singing during mass, of
memorizing and reciting the chapters as well as the verses either
for testing purposes or for fun, and having a wonderful time with
my classmates. However, I also remember the coldness, how
empty it felt to be there. There was no guidance, no understanding
of what was going on, why we were even there, why we spent the
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time that we did to memorize anything about the Bible. Nothing
was explained to us, only that we should attend mass and go
straight to class since we were children. Even as a child, if I found
no meaning to something that I spent my time trying to learn,
then I would quickly lose interest and would spend my time in
something more worthwhile that I was more passionate about.
That said, the time I spent in church was very brief and I never
looked back when I left.

I consider myself fortunate to have led a somewhat ordinary,
peaceful life. I did not encounter any major natural disasters, I did
not suffer from any life threatening illnesses, nor did I experience
any horrible accidents or crimes. I am very close to my family, |
make friends easily, I am a good student, I am a hard worker, and
I am able to enjoy my life. I noticed how many events came so
smoothly for me when others may have had to struggle more. I
studied hard and had a number of top schools to choose from after
high school. After college, I received job offers before I had even
graduated, which was unusual for many students at that time. Af-
ter experiencing my first job, I went on to continue to build my
career by searching for positions at other companies and being
accepted each time. There comes a point in time where luck falls
out of the picture for me. The happiness that I was able to experi-
ence through all the good things that
occurred in my life did not go unno-
ticed. I felt it. I felt the guidance and
I felt the security.

When I began my new year, I im-
mediately started looking for a
S church. I did not know the difference
'in the types of churches available but
because I also have a strong sense of
my culture, I knew that I wanted to
attend a Chinese church. After look-
ing at my options, I tested it out and
attended both a Chinese Christian
and Chinese Catholic church in Dal-
las. My emotional experience after
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attending my first mass at each church after so many years was
vastly different. I feel a very different type of attachment after
attending this Chinese Catholic church. It filled a hole that had
been in my heart all these years. Everyone that I had met was
warm and inviting, knowledgeable but not ignorant about relig-
ion, and it felt like a wonderfully unique community that I was
excited to be a part of.

I was finally baptized this year and it was a long awaited
moment, a moment that I can appreciate and remember for the
rest of my life. It will bring me closer to the one I left behind all
those years ago. I have heard many stories where it is because of
experiencing some hardship or after a horrible event that people
return back to their church or find their faith. I feel that my story
is different. I needed another outlet to show my appreciation for
all the good in my life, to further enrich my community, to solid-
ify my faith, and to learn all that I can about all those who love
me. I believe that He will continue to be with me, take care of me,
and show me the way. I believe that everything happens for a rea-
son.
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Guidelines for Publication in Grapevine

Mission: The mission of The Grapevine is to evangelize, to
promote personal spiritual growth, and to share life ex-
perience among the parishioners.

Topics: Everyone is welcome to submit articles to Grape-
vine, and the topics may include (1) reflections on one’s
spiritual life (2) thoughts and learning from a particular
article or book, (3) testimonies on family or personal life,
(4) prayers, (5) introduction to biographies of saints, (6)
introduction to the meanings and origins of religious or
cultural holidays, and (7) laughter or cartoons.

Word Limit: Please keep each of your articles within 3,000
words. If you do not wish to have your article(s) published
in other publications, please note it at the end of your arti-
cle(s).

How to Submit? You may submit the article(s) directly to
any of the editors, or e-mail Cindy Chu who is in charge
of our databank, at: cindyfachu@netscape.net . You may
use an alias. But you will have to provide your real name
and telephone number to the editors so that we can con-
tact you if necessary.

Editors' Note:The Grapevine is a publication of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish, Dallas Diocese, Texas
and it is free. Donations to support publication of Grape-
vine are welcomed and appreciated. Please mail your
donation check to the parish, and write "For Grapevine"
in the memo section.

In order to reduce cost, please notify us if your address
has been changed.

The Grapevine is also published on the parish website:
http://www.chinese-catholic.org. You are more than wel-
come to take advantage of our website. Peace and Joy.
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