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Pei-Pei's Reflection

¢ Christina Chou

My name is Christina Chou, but most people in this parish,
especially the Chinese parishioners, know me as Chou Pey-Ru, or
Pei-Pei. I never stopped to think about my experiences growing
up in this Chinese Catholic community, only because it was what
was familiar. Anything else would have been, ironically...
foreign. My family and I began attending this Church approxi-
mately 25 years ago (give or take a couple of years). In those 25
years | cannot even begin to pinpoint how many Christmas pro-
grams, Chinese New Year Programs, retreats, and gatherings that
my family and I prepared for and attended. Needless to say, the
Chinese Catholic Church became a form of my extended family.
Not only because in the Chinese culture everyone is addressed as
an “Auntie” or “Uncle”, when one’s extended family is halfway
across the world, those near you that bring a touch of “home” be-
come even more important.

I would be lying if I didn’t say that this community influ-
enced my life. The interesting thing is I can’t say that it is literally
the community that influenced me. It was the opportunity that
God offered through this community that my family is able to say
that we would not be where we are without this Church. My fa-
ther would not have had a life conversion to Catholicism, my
mother would not have experienced her faith journey through
Chinese school, and I would not have been able to physically ex-
perience and see the Holy Spirit in so many different ways.

In spending ample amounts of time studying families as a
therapist, it is funny how the Catholic Church always knew how
much influence one family has on another. This rings true for
mine. After my parents became involved in their own spiritual
development through these opportunities, I watched my family
change in interactions and eventually our relationships. It is not to
say that there are never any issues, but the improvement in our
relationships with one another and the commitment to one an-
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other became more concrete.

This community of Chinese Catholics not only exposed me
and my family to Catholicism, but it also influenced my views on
being Chinese, with my peer group influencing my views on be-
ing Chinese-American. As a Chinese American, I am on a fence
of being Chinese and American, and sometimes it can feel like
being Chinese or American. That is why this community can of-
fer a comfort to children of immigrants and a place for a touch of
home to the immigrants. I had to learn later that the expectations
set forth by a culture different from the dominate culture is not
weird or in my thought process, “wrong”. Rather, we are a unique
community where we are exposed to so many different cultures,
the European American culture, the Chinese American, Chinese,
Taiwanese, Chinese born in Taiwan, Malay, Singapore, Indian,
and throw in some mixed races, where we can receive so much
education and practice in loving and living as One.

There are very limited churches where we are able to be-
come a universal church in the most literal sense. We all have our
own definitions and ways of showing respect and being Catholic
offers us this opportunity to practice that. We are called to use
this opportunity to live and speak God’s message of loving our
neighbors, from the person who lives in the next room to the per-
son in the next country. Our community has this right in our
hands! We are in a unique position to practice loving all those
things that may be “foreign”, “counterintuitive”, and “weird”. We
are in a position to take this “practice of loving” global without
needing to hop on a plane. However, are we ready to take this op-

portunity?

I do not have a plan of action, I do not have a formula, and I
do not believe that one person or a group of people should shoul-
der all of this responsibility. I do know that God teaches us that
Redemption, Reconciliation, and to love as He loves, all begins
with a family. I am proud to say that my immediate family, by the
Grace of God, encouraged, watched over, and taught me how to
pray, love, and learn, and it is because of my Church family that
we were given the opportunity to learn and grow in our human
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relationships as well as our relationship with God. That being
said, I hope that this Church, this opportunity, may present itself
to many other families in this Chinese Catholic Community. It is
not a coincidence that The Church began with a family.

Thank you for the honor of sharing my experience with you.
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Growing Up
+Sammy Shek

My name is Sammy Shek and I’ve been at this church for
somewhere around 18 years. I grew up in this church since ele-
mentary school. I believe that my experience with our church has
had a major effect on my life today, but I cannot really say how it
would have been otherwise since I have only one life to live.
Throughout my childhood, church has built up a quiet back-
ground of ritual, obedience and temperance. It is a great thing to
fall back on, but it does not keep driving you forward.

It was not until around college that I started to really under-
stand what it means to be Christian. This is not a complete failing
on the part of our church, as it is in part due to maturation and
building of personal experience. I saw the faith of non-Catholic
Christians, and it was a wonder how it was so strong in them.
Protestants are known for preaching “salvation by faith alone”,
yet they seem to be the ones to live out their faith in action better
than Catholics. Now there are members at our church who exem-
plify true Catholic life, but the majority seems to be older ver-
sions of children. They come to church for fellowship because
their friends come to church. Fellowship and a community of
family are excellent tools, but are not enough to sustain a church.
All members need to have a deeper understanding of our faith and
how we are to live it.

One thing that always bugged me about our church is the
fact that people seem to tell you what to do instead of asking. I
think this stems from our Chinese culture of children being obedi-
ent to parents and others older than you. Perhaps I only realize
this as an Asian American, where we are fortunate to live com-
fortably and freedom is paramount. While in physical appearance
we are often “asked” to do things, it is actually expected for us to
do them. It would be disrespectful to decline to “give someone
face”. I feel that this understood obedience is a very important
part of our culture that should not be lost in young children.
However, as children grow to have a will of their own with their
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own understanding, it should be phased out. God gave each one
of us free will to choose as we wish. It would be disgraceful to
suppress the will of others for our personal gains. Instead, we
should be explaining our will inspiring them to do what is best.

I help teach Sunday school now and participate in a lot of the
youth activities that our church provides: Welcome Angels,
Mother Theresa’s, Youth 2000, CCX, and the North Texas Food
bank. Why are the majority of CCD teachers youth leaders and
others with no experience? Is it really to train new blood, or is it
simply due to the complacence and sloth of other parishioners? I
went to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton for Sunday mass for the Baptism
of the Lord. The priest there said that at our own baptisms we
agree to be the first to teach our children about the faith. In this
sense, the parents at our church have failed. As Chinese people,
we “want the best” for our children; to do well in school, to get a
good job, and to live without financial worries. These are things I
hold in high esteem as well, but the balance is not there. This is
often in direct conflict with our religion. Parents force their kids
to take more classes and tutoring for the sake of getting ahead in
school even to the point of letting their kids skip CCD. More-
over, it seems that almost none of our church kids are getting any
of their religious education in the home. CCD is almost looked
upon as the sole provider for religious education and a babysitting
class.

Our church has a strong community feel, but lacks unity in
faith. It is sad that the Sacred Heart of Jesus is still recovering
from the great divide of the church building/rectory issue. It is
something that should not have happened in the first place. It
only further illustrates how fragile our church community really
is, but that is in the past. We have to work even harder to rebuild
what was lost for us to stand a chance at surviving. Every mem-
ber should be doing something, no matter how small. Many of
our members are overloaded with duties that burn them out. They
work as hard as they can for a short while then leave either physi-
cally or emotionally.

This may or may not be connected, but there seems to be a
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lack of young adult/middle aged members at our church. What
happened to the 20s to 40s crowd? Did everyone stop having
kids for 15 years? One this is for sure. We have no young adult
ministry (excluding the awesome bible study recently started by
Allison). Without this, we cannot attract and retain members.
We’ve put a lot of effort into the youth and other ministries, but
maybe we could try doing a little something for all age groups.
This could be as simple as getting a small group together to join
another church for their activity. Catholic is universal. We
should be excited to share faith with other churches, not just hid-
ing in our bubble of Asian culture.

My most unforgettable experiences with the church are the
pilgrimages. One was to El Paso with Father Bill Morton, and
one was to Europe with parishioners. These were amazing ex-
periences that are talked about for years later. They are retreats
with an external purpose. I think we need more mission trips.
They don’t need to be far away or expensive, just take a little time
and effort to ignite some spiritual fire for a life with Christ.
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DEggie's HHEE
Daycare, Boarding
Wnderland Bathing & Shuttle

Happier & Healthier Dogs www.DoggiesWonderland.com

Business Hours
Mon — Fri 7:30am — 6:30pm  Sunday Boarding pickup/drop off only

Saturday 9:00am — 5:00pm Between 9-10am or 4-5 pm
Plano Location: Coppell Location:
505 Alma Drive 120 E. Bethel School Road

Plano, Texas 75075 Coppell, Texas 75019

Tel: 972-881-1905 Tel: 972-745-9100
Across the street from Collin 4 miles away from DFW airport
Creek Mall near SW corner of located on NE corner of S. Denton
Alma & Plano Pkway Tap & Bethel School

AL LS VR RS £ 32 3

25% of your spending will be donated to the church under your name
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EE K2
Dr.David Allen

Foundation Chiropractic

Y~ BT
i BT - BRHES  FERE
TR ~ SRHEEE - (R IEE
2001N Collins #101, Richardson

w
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BRIE 7 B
Christie S.Lee D.D. S
General Dentistry
1729 Analog Dr. » Richardson
(972)437-0200

www.christieleedds.com

g
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BRI TE
U.S.A. GATEWAY TRAVEL
4100 Spring Valley Rd., #202

Dallas, TX 75244
Tel: 972-960-2000

1-800-878-2828
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Tina # : 972-740-5616

Tony  : 972-740-6543

olution-Focused Coaching
Teresa Chang Ph.D.
%RZ 4
BT SRR ER BG4
i 4 2 iR F B B R
TH&Y © (972)509-8917

B 2 ST RS S A
Maria L Chen

CPA » MBA
501 Industrial Dr.#101
Richardson, TX 75081

(972)699-0986

VY iomE
Baskin Robbins
6025 Royal lane Suite 105
Dallas, TX 75230
Tel: (214)368-3311

$s

it <l
Treasure Financial Group
www.treasurefinancial.com

777 S. Central Express Pkwy #101,

Richardson, TX 75080
Tel: 972-644-9200 or 1-800-999-8868
Fax: 972-644-9205
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TEL: 972.586.6888
11:00am—9-:30pm 3291 Independence Pkwy., #400 Plano, TX 75075
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Guidelines for Publication in Grapevine

Mission: The mission of The Grapevine is to evangelize, to
promote personal spiritual growth, and to share life ex-
perience among the parishioners.

Topics: Everyone is welcome to submit articles to Grape-
vine, and the topics may include (1) reflections on one’s
spiritual life (2) thoughts and learning from a particular
article or book, (3) testimonies on family or personal life,
(4) prayers, (5) introduction to biographies of saints, (6)
introduction to the meanings and origins of religious or
cultural holidays, and (7) laughter or cartoons.

Word Limit: Please keep each of your articles within 3,000
words. If you do not wish to have your article(s) published
in other publications, please note it at the end of your arti-
cle(s).

How to Submit?You may submit the article(s) directly to
any of the editors, or e-mail Cindy Chu who is in charge
of our databank, at: cindyfachu@netscape.net . You may
use an alias. But you will have to provide your real name
and telephone number to the editors so that we can con-
tact you if necessary.

Editors' Note:The Grapevine is a publication of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Parish, Dallas Diocese, Texas
and it is free. Donations to support publication of Grape-
vine are welcomed and appreciated. Please mail your
donation check to the parish, and write "For Grapevine"
in the memo section.

In order to reduce unnecessary costs, please notify us if
your address has been changed.

The Grapevine is also published on the parish website:
http://www.chinese-catholic.org. You are more than wel-
come to take advantage of our website. Thank you.
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