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A Word from the Pastor

Father Pang's last homily 10/26/2008
+By Friar Paul P. Pang, O.F.M.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: This is my last homily delivered to you as
your pastor. | wish to thank you sincerely for your past support and
encouragement. Your appreciation has meant a lot to me as both a pastor and a
priest. | also deeply appreciate your presence here in our church (even though we
don't have a proper church yet) for the past three years or so. It is a great joy for
all priests to see their congregation grow. It is really hard to express to you how |
feel as | am going to leave you after this. Some think that I leave you because |
am angry at someone or disappointed by something. It is absolutely not true. |1
leave simply for two valid reasons. First, my three year contract with the diocese
has long expired. | have been overstaying in this diocese for more than a year now.
The diocese obtained three extensions from the Cardinal Prefect of the
Congregation where | used to work, in order to postpone my return to Rome. That
is more than anybody can ever obtain! Second, my Franciscan Provincial Superior
has also requested my return as | have been away serving the Holy See for more
than thirty years. They would like to see me also contribute something to our own
Province in our work of evangelization. They need someone for a specific job and
they think | can do it. And that is why | have to go.

But thanks be to God, this community is not left unattended with my
departure. In fact, as far as | am aware, a much better priest will be your next
pastor. Two weeks ago, | had the privilege of concelebrating the Sunday



Eucharist with the five priests who were there for the happy occasion of
welcoming two young priests from Mainland China who will later help out in the
Chinese parish at Monterey Park in Los Angeles. It was also the last Sunday when
the community had the opportunity to announce the departure of the priest who
will be coming here on October 28. At that time, both the parish priest and the
insert of the Sunday bulletin talked highly about this coming priest. He is
regarded and accepted as a very good priest, kind and considerate, devout and
spiritual. His example of doing frequent adorations of the Blessed Sacrament has
edified many people and attracted them to do the same. Let us thank God for the gift
of such a priest and give him a big, heartfelt welcome!

While 1 was still in Los Angeles and thinking about the last homily of mine, I was
wondering what homily theme the Sunday would have. And when | was able to get a
Missal, | was very pleasantly surprised that the Sunday would provide such a wonderful
theme. It is the most important message that the whole Bible could offer. It is in fact the
foundation of the faith. Even Jesus in person when asked to tell people what the most
important commandment of the law was, without hesitation Jesus said: "You shall love
the Lord, your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind. This is the
greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: you must love your neighbors
as yourself. The whole law and prophets depend on these two commandments™ (Mt.
22:34-40). Thank God! Not only did Jesus give such a decisive answer. It was also
simple, easy and clear. This answer guarantees our salvation. No wonder He said He
was "the way, the truth and the life" (Jn 14:6). It is the most reassuring answer. The non-
Jews have been looking for this answer ever since human beings existed. And the Jews,
being God's chosen people, have known this answer all along but did not realize it. And
the doctor of the Law put this question to test Him. We don't really know for what he
was testing Him. The only thing we are sure of is that all of them, the Pharisees, the
Priests and the Teachers of the Law wanted to find fault with him in order to accuse Him,
to denounce Him and, eventually, to get rid of Him.

We did say that the answer was so simple, easy and clear. However, after thinking
of it more carefully, was it really so simple, easy and clear? Yes it seems so when the
commandment says "to love God and to love our neighbor. But how? How does one
love God ‘with all heart, all soul and all mind'? Saint John, the Evangelist, the Apostle of
love, did point out the danger of this commandment by warning us that if we can’t even
love our neighbor whom we can see, how can we say we love God Whom we cannot see
(1Jn 4:20)?

Then the same commandment says: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. But how can it
be done? On the one hand, how can | love someone whom | don't like, whom I don't
agree with and whom | prefer to hate? But on the other, Jesus was so clear that there is
no place left for discussion. And the Bible goes so far as to say, in so far as the last
judgment is concerned: 'If you don't love your neighbor, you don't love God' (cfr. Mt
25:31-46). Itis as simple as that. We only have one conclusion, that is, as Jesus has said,
you must keep the most important and the first commandment by loving God with all our
heart, with all our soul and with all our mind and keep the equally important the second
commandment by loving our neighbor.



In fact it would be easy to love God as He is all-loving and all-forgiving had not
there been also this conjunction: to love our neighbor as ourselves. So, people keep
asking: what is love? Even the mass media tells us: love is not what you see nowadays in
films, in DVD'S, in books or even in poems. The genuine love has been distorted by all
these commercial propagandas. Theologians put it in a very succinct way: Love is
wishing others well. But we need to prove this wish by concrete actions. People do
understand that there is no genuine love without sacrifice and suffering. We also know
that love (charity) begins at home. Our homes need genuine love which unifies and
strengthens every member of the family.

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, may | suggest, in fact, may | invite you, on
this auspicious occasion of soon having our new pastor in our midst, to do a concrete act
of love? That is to love him, to show your welcome, to show him your appreciation and
to show him your support and encouragement. In fact, who is our neighbor? It does not
exclusively speak of the people living next door. A neighbor is someone in need (Cfr.Lk
10:25-37). And your pastor is your neighbor in its fullest sense. Your love and support
will certainly mean a lot to him, to build up his confidence and to strengthen his
willingness to work hard for you.

| say good-bye to you once again, thanking you for your warm friendship, support
and encouragement. You will always be in my thoughts and prayers. May God bless you
all in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen!
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RCIA with Father Pang

«+ Christine Tseng

I was first introduced to Father Pang by my mother who had joined the Catholic
community in 2004. The enthusiasm and reverence in her voice each time she mentioned
him conveyed her deep respect and soon | looked forward to meeting him and attending
his Mass. Growing up, my brother and | had been raised as non-denominational
Christians, but had slowly fallen out of practice. After my mom was baptized, she
encouraged us to give Catholicism a try and to attend the RCIA class at the Sacred Heart
of Jesus Chinese Parish. We had always been skeptical, but we saw how religion had
transformed our mother, so were willing to give it a try. She seemed to have found an
inner peace that she never had before and we were both extremely pleased to see her
happier. ;

Thus, the winter of 2005, we started classes. It
was very refreshing to be greeted so warmly each ||
week and Father Pang made us all feel welcome and
accepted. | also met several, very nice people in the
class. | was deeply impressed by Father Pang’s vast
knowledge and thoroughly enjoyed listening his
stories from all around the world. | learned a lot that
I had not known before. He went at just the right
pace and made the extra effort to address all the
questions that came up. Contrary to some of my
initial fears, he was never ‘pushy’ nor forcing
Catholicism upon us and respected everyone’s
thoughts. He simply taught the facts in a persuasive manner and confidently answered all
the questions. His respect to everyone’s thoughts has earned my great admiration for him.

I completed the class, although I didn’t feel like it was the right time to become
baptized as a Catholic, | rest assured knowing that I will always be welcomed back when
I am ready. | was pleased and proud to see my brother get baptized that Easter, knowing
that it helped put him on the right path in life. Though I’m still working some things out
in my personal life, | look forward to taking my son Connor (who was born last August
and baptized last November) to Mass. It saddens me that he will miss Father Pang’s talks,
which are always insightful, and his sense of humor, which always cheers me up when he
sneaks in joke here and there. However, we know that it would be selfish to have Father
Pang all to ourselves, so we wish him luck and know that he will succeed in whatever he
does.
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The Diraviyam family
+ Selan and Kgarann

On the 5" of August, 2007, the Diraviyam’s
moved to Dallas from Tucson, Arizona because Selan
Diraviyam was transferred by Texas Instruments from
Tucson Plant to Dallas HQ. Selan works as a Business
Quiality Director for one of the analog business groups
in TI. His wife Kgarann Sebastian, married for 9
years, earned her diploma in Montessori from St.
Nicholas Montessori of London, UK. She now works
as a Directress in Breckenridge Montessori School.
They have 2 boys, eight-year-old Isaac Anil and seven-
year-old Daniel Prem. They both attend Marth Hunt
Elementary School in Murphy.

_ Selan and Kgarann first met at World Youth Day
1997 in Paris, France. After 2 years of courtship, they
got married at Holy Spirit Chapel in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. In April 2000 they were blessed with their
first son, Isaac Anil Diraviyam and with their second

: son Daniel Prem Diraviyam in December the following
year. Selan and Kgarann have been active church youth organizers while in Malaysia. In
October 2003 the Lord presented them with the opportunity to relocate to Tucson,
Arizona and helped them to settle down with the US lifestyle.

Isaac likes to play computer games and is an avid follower of "Star Wars". He
loves planes and aspires to become an aeronautical engineer with the U.S. air force.
Daniel on the other hand likes eating. He is very funny and jovial. He aspires to become a
doctor, a chef and a Priest.

Kgarann is the artistic one in the family. She enjoys glass painting, jewelry making
and drawing. Michael's and Jo Ann's are her normal hang out joints. Selan loves soccer
and is a die hard supporter of Liverpool FC in the English Premier league.

The Diraviyam's are happy to be part of the Sacred Heart of Jesus community. The
family attends the Sacred Heart Chinese School, and the boys attend the CCD classes.
Kgarann teaches 7 and 8" grade CCD class.
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The Letter from Shaying
+Shaying Fan

I have been attending the Sacred Heart of Jesus Chinese Catholic Church since | was
nine years old. | remember that | was unsure of what it meant when | saw everybody
doing the same thing, saying the same thing, and taking the communion each Mass. |
didn't understand the meaning, and I did not understand why we had to drive so far to go
to a particular church.

But as the years went by, | found that the church is more than just a Sunday
visit. It's a place to worship God and to come together as a family under God. And each
time 1 go home to Dallas since | moved away to college, | realize how important the
second family can be in my life. And, more than anything, | realized that it was special
to my mother because, quite simply, it was a place where she could speak Chinese and
feel at home. And it was my home as well.

It is true that our family is fairly small in size, but when | think about the
accomplishments over the years, I think that we have come a long way and we have still
more to go. However, we are now at a crossroads. Sadly, | wish that | could do much
more than | am able to while I live in California, so to write this is the only way | know
how to contribute.

I know that there is a consideration to expand the church by offering Spanish
speaking Mass. | can clearly see the benefits — after all, we should all welcome people
into the church, our Chinese community is shrinking, and it would be much easier to
build up the church with more people.

The first that | would like to address is the fact that there has been an argument over
whether the people are "narrow-minded"” by being against the consideration of offering
Spanish Mass. | think that it is not a matter of being narrow-minded. After all, there is
no sign that says people are not welcome. A Chinese Catholic church is merely a fact —
it is what we are. We are a church that is a community for people who emigrated from
China, Taiwan, and we celebrate the Chinese culture. The extension of English Mass is a
natural (and I stress natural very much) progression because you must offer something to
those who were born here, or where English is their native language.

However, despite the move to an English Mass, we have never turned away from,
first and foremost, celebrating the Chinese culture.

How is it that a celebration of a culture and a church that is focused on providing
Mass and resources to a Chinese community narrow-minded? There are plenty of
churches with Mass that is entirely in Vietnamese. There are churches with Mass that are
entirely in Spanish. And of course, there are churches with Masses in three, four, or more
languages. The difference is that the initial goal, purpose, and mission of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Chinese Catholic Church are to provide a place for those with a language
barrier. People who speak English obviously have many places to go — likewise, as
mentioned earlier, there are churches for people who speak Korean, Spanish, or
Vietnamese. Why is it wrong to have a church for the Chinese community?



I go to English Mass and | see plenty of people who feel welcomed, even if they do
not speak Mandarin or Cantonese. Why must we divide the focus and divert our eyes
from one of the reasons why our church is so special?

This argument ties in with the concern that the Chinese community is
shrinking. Since this is a major concern, why is there not effort made to dissect this
problem? Why can we not focus on why this is happening? If we cannot even service
and encourage the Chinese Catholic community to come to church, if we cannot even
evangelize and reach out, then how can we possibly believe that we are able to improve
our church by extending ourselves beyond to Mass for the Hispanic community?

We not only offer Mass in Chinese but we offer Chinese school. In the future,
would we need to offer CCD class in Spanish? Would we need to offer Spanish classes?

It's not a matter of being unwelcoming; it is a mere fact that language is a key to
what brings people together. Though there are unspoken ways to communicate, language
is truly what makes things function and work.

It reminds me of the time when | was at The University of Texas at Austin. | was a
part of the College of Communication Council, which was the governing body. The
Council was responsible for supporting the different student groups, and many of them
included groups like Women in Communications, Asians in Communications, Hispanic
Journalist Association, and more.

One girl thought that it was divisive, but in reality, what is wrong with people with a
similar background coming together and celebrating who they are? It is a part of their
identity. And each of these groups was not exclusive — nobody was restricted from
joining a group because of their race or gender. However, the mission, the goal of the
group, no matter who was a part of it never wavered. That is how they were able to stay
organized and encourage people to join.

I think, quite honestly, that by dividing our attention to our initial goal, it will
instead divide the community. What about the people who were there from the very start
when the seeds of the church first took root? What happens when you ignore the core
community? It will be broken and scattered, and it will not work when you try to build a
mansion on top of a foundation that is not strong and supported.

And, finally — | feel that the main reason is that there is speculation that with more
people, our church will grow bigger and faster. But, as | mentioned earlier — look at
what has been accomplished. With love, devotion, and time, the church has finally
moved from the small venue to the larger one. People donated, volunteered, loved, and
came together. Why is there a rush to get something built faster? It seems that this
hurried solution for bigger, better, faster growth merely loses sight of the wonderful
things that the community has to offer and what the community was to begin with.

Personally speaking, I know that the church is special to me. Even though I wish I
were a better Catholic and though there are times at which | don't appreciate the
community enough, | feel welcomed and would like to one day move back to Dallas to
start a family — with the same family | grew up with. | know that, despite all the good
intentions, it would sadden me to see our church veer from the path which it started.



I sincerely hope that | was able to express how much it means to me for our focus to
remain on the Chinese community. Although | know that everybody would love to see
the community flourish and continue to grow, I honestly feel that certain solutions under
consideration at this time are not the right answers.
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